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TUESDAY, SEPT. 17, 1907. 

MORNING SESSION. 

Chairman Katz called the conven- 
tion to order shortly after nine 
o'clock A. M. 

The Secretary called the roll of 
delegates. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Are there 
r.ny reports of committees? 

PEL. FRANCIS: Before we pro- 
ceed with the reports of committees 
we have to elect a scrgcant-at-arms 
to verify the members present. I 
move that that be done. 

DHL. LEVOY: A point of infor- 
mation. I would like to- know from 
the delegate what he means; whether 
to verify the membership of the dele- 
Kates here or those that are coming 
in the hall. 

DEL. FRANCIS: As I understand, 
that was done at previous conven- 
tions, and therefore I move it simply 
as a matter of precedent. We have 
t.. have a scrgcant-at-arms to know 
whether the members arc delegates. 

Motion seconded and put, but the 
Chairman declared the result in 
doubt, and called f</r a vote by a 
.b».w of hands. 

A roll call was demanded, but met 
with dissent on the part of several 
delegates. 

It was moved to vote by a show of 
hand-. A vote was taken, resulting: 
Ye-. IS, no. 9. The motion was de- 
clared carried. 

The following nominations were 
m ule for scrgeant-at-arms: 

liy l.cvoy: Francis. 

Delegate Francis declined, and 
Delegate l.cvoy was nominated. 

There being no further nomina- 
tion* Delegate l.cvoy was elected 
,vrgeant at-arm*. and proceeded to 
verily the membership of the dele- 
gate* present. 

COMMITTEE ON" CREDENTIALS. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Before we 
proceed with any further business it 
nay be proper to, hear from the corn- 
See on credentials. I understand 
there arc some new delegates that 
1,avc arrived. Have yon any report to 
make"' 

DFI FOOTE The committee on 
credentials received three new creden- 
, ia U 1 believe. 1 suppose Delegate 
\xel*on will have to make the report 
in the absence of Delegate P«nkerton 
' DEL. AXELSON: I turned the 
report over to Secretary P.nkcrton. 

At this point Delegate Pinkerton 
arrived with the report of the com- 

'"dFL PINKERTON: (Reading re- 
port Y The finding of the Credential 
Committee in the case of local 33. 
Cleveland. Ohio, is that it was paid 
„ P ,o date and entitled to a represent- 
uivc at the convention. H was moved 
™nd bonded that local 33. Cleveland 
Ohio, is entitled to one vote because 
$7 50 is credited to them on the books 
September 13. which was not knov.n 

"PINKERTON: These are 
,he communications from the local .n 

"THE^CHAiRMAN: You do not 
nrrd to read them. .. 

DE PINKERTON: I believe 
these other credentials were passed 
,.n and the votes were waited to 
them on the books, were they not? 

SEC TRAUTMANN. Yes.. 

DEE. PINKERTON: It is not 
necessary to vote on them again. If 
JhcTw* /e credited it is not necessary 
'VhF CHA^MA^ VVastherea 
'"SET PTNKF^OV- "Yes. Dele- 
tf T^ h THAlRMAN. U Delegate 
Ohman present? 

DFI OHMAN. Yes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Your name 
was called this morning. 

DEL. OHMAN: It was called on 

"THE' CHAIRMAN: Is there any 
<„Mhcr committee ready to report? 
We are under report* of committees. 

rt lSr&HflA~ I wl.h..o know 
bow many votes the credentials com- 
mittec eranted to me. 

THF SECRETARY: Two votes. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now then is 
a „y committee ready to make a re- 

P, DEL AIAZZONE: I believe we 
lrft off the organization committee. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That comes 
under the head of unfinished business, 
wfare now under the rules and ^^regu- 
lations as they were adopted ) ester 
day If there is no committee ready 

^S^E^DS: TJ...C- 
retary will bring them m shortly. 
FLECTION OF COMMITTERS. 
THE CHAIRMAN: Then we will 
proceed under the. head of 
business, and continue the election j>f 
committees. We elected last night 
all the committee except a committee 
on literature and press, a comnuttee 
,.n rules and regulations and a com- 
mittee on organization. It would be 
proper now to elect a committee of 
fire on literature and press. Nomina- 
tions will be in order. I 
would be wise firs* to decide whether 



you want three on this committee or 

five. 

DEL. AXELSON: I move that the 
committee on literature and press be 
composed of five members. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Nominations 
are now in order. 

The following nominations were 
made for the committee on literature 
and press: 

liy Trainer: Walters. 

By Francis: Desmond. (Desmond 
not present.) 

By Foote: Ohman. 

By Axclson: Cole. 

By Bohm: DcLcon. 

By Herrmann: Glover. 

Delegates Ohman and Glover ac- 
cepted, and the other nominees de- 
clined. 

By Liesncr: Trautmann. (Declin- 
ed.) 

By Kern: Speed. (Accepted.) 

Bv llagcnson: Axelson. ( 

By Jones: Walsh. (Declined.) 

On motion of Delegate Bohm the 
nominations were closed. 

Delegate Speed declined, and on mo- 
tion Delegates Ohman. Glover, and 
Axclson were then elected as the com- 
mittee on literature and press. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The next com- 
mittee is the committee on rules and 
regulations. I think we have our com- 
mittee on rules and regulations, so 
that that would not be necessary. 

DEL. FISCHER: I move that the 
committee elected yesterday stand 
over as the committee on rules and 
regulations. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The next and 
last committee is the committee on 
organization. We must decide first 
whether it will be three or five. What 
is your pleasure? 

On motion of Delegate Fischer it 
was voted to elect a - committee of five. 

The following nominations were 
made: 

Bv Aiazzone: Walters. 

By l.cvoy: Speed. 

By Dclancy: Jones. 

By Glover: Rotkovitz. 

By Walters: Fischer. 

Bv Bohm: Lcvoy. 

By Walters: Trainor. (Declined.) 

By Fischer: Rcigate. 

By Foote: Yates. 

Delegates Walters, Speed. Jones, 
Fischer. Rcigate and Yates accepted the 
nominatipn ; Delegates Rotkovitz, Levoy 
and Trainer declined. 

Bv Aiazzone: Katz. (Declined.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: There are six 
nominees, and five arc to be elected. 
How are we to vote on them? There is 
no established rule that I know of. 

DEL. AXELSON: I think the easi- 
est way to settle that is to vote by a 
show of hands on each and every candi- 
date, and the ones that have the biggest 
vote to be elected. 

DEL. GLOVER: It will take us all 
day for that. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is that motion 
seconded? 

DEL. FOOTE: We did not under- 
stand the motion. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion is 
that we vote by a show of hands, and 
that the five receiving the highest votes 
are elected. Is that vour motion? 

DEL. AXELSON : Yes. 

DEL. YATES: I withdraw.' 

DEL. TRAINOR: I move that the 
remaining five be elected by acclama- 
tion—Walters. Speed. Jones, Fischer and 
Rcigate. 

Motion seconded and carried, and the 
delegates named were elected as the 
committee on organization. 

Scrgcant-at-Arms Levoy reported that 
certain members were without their due 
books, but that the books would be 
brought in this afternoon. 

DEL. FOOTE: If we are under the 
head of new business I have a motion 
to make if it is in order. 

THE CHAIRMAN. Wait a moment 
till we sec whether we are under that 
head. We arc under the head of un- 
finished business. Is there any further 
unfinished business. Mr. Secretary, be- 
fore the convention? 

THE SECRETARY: Communica- 
tions. 

THE CHAIRMAN: "Scs: we left 
out that order of communications and 
bills. 

COMMUNICATIONS AND BILLS. 

The secretary read the following com- 
munications: 

Communication from Coal Miners' 
Local in Thurber, Tex.: a local that 
has been in existence about three months 
ami is struggling against the United 
Mine Workers. Referred to committee 
on organization. 

Communication from Local no. De- 
troit. Mich. Referred to committee on 
organization. 

Communication from Silk Workers 
Local, Lancaster. Pa. Referred to com- 
mittee on organization. 

Communication from J. W. Carroll, 
of United Mine Workers* Local, acting 
in the Illinois field, presenting outline of 
plan as to how the coal miners should 
be organized. Referred to committeee 
on organization. 

Communication from Local 173. San 
Francisco, accompanied b>- recommenda- 
tions and suggestions, the latter not 
read. , 

Del Jones moved that the recommend- 
ations be referred. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The proper mo- 
tion will be to --ceive the communication 



and refer the suggestions to the various 
committees, wherever they belong. 

DEL. JONES : I make that as a mo- 
tion. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN : I would sug- 
gest that this communication be referred 
to the committee on resolutions, to be 
dissected by them and referred to the 
various committcees so as to facilitate 
matters. 

Motion seconded. 

DEL. JONES: I understand that all 
these resolutions are presented to the 
resolution committee without reading. 
You arc not going to read them here? 

THE CHAIRMAN: They will be 
distributed by that committee. All in 
fnvor of the motion will say aye. Op- 
posed no. The motion is carried. 

The secretary next read a communica- 
tion from the Industrial Educational 
Club. Butte, Mont. 

DEL. AXELSON: I move that the 
communication be approved of and re- 
ferred to the organization committee. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you mean 
received ? 

DEL. AXELSON: I mean approved 
of and referred. 
Motion seconded. 

DHL. FRANCIS: I move lo amend 
that we receive this communication and 
express by vote an acknowledgment of 
the services performed for the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World. (Sec- 
onded.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The amend- 
ment is that wc— will you repeat that? 

DEL. FRANCIS: That wc receive 
this communication and vote an ac- 
knowledgment of the good service this 
club has performed for the Industrial 
Workers of the World. 

T I IE CHAIRMAN : You have heard 
the motion and amendment. What is 
vour pleasure? 

DEL. GLOVER: It seems to me that 
that motion is somewhat ambiguous, for 
the reason that when you accept the com- 
munication it carries of necessity an ac- 
knowledgment of it, and consequently 
to make another motion to acknowledge 
it, it seems to me is out of order. It is 
simply doing work unnecessarily. If 
we carry a motion to accept it and turn 
it over to the organization committee, 
that is an acknowledgment of the work 
done by them. 

DEL. FRANCIS: The reason I 
move that amendment is that there is 
really nothing for the organization to do 
on the communication. They simply 
give us a report of what they have done 
for the Industrial Workers of the 
World, and I think wc should receive 
that and express our action accordingly. 
That is whv 1 move the amendment. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think the 
original motion implies all that is in 
the amendment. If wc approve that 
action it means just what you say. 
There may be some things in there 
which the organization Committee can 
use and recommend to other localities. 

DEL. LIESNER: I cannot see the 
need of referring it to the organization 
committee. If you accept and endorse 
it, that settles it. Then what has the 
organization committee got to do with 
it? If wc accept and endorse, it and 
give the vote, there is nothing there re- 
quiring any work on the part of the 
organization committee at all. Either it 
must be accepted or received and re- 
ferred to the organization committee to 
look up any defects, or pursue the. course 
suggested, which means that it is prac- 
tically endorsed without the work of the 
organization committee. 

DEL. AXELSON: The reason whv 
we should refer it to the organization 
committee is this : That the organiza- 
tion committeee may find through this 
communication a way by which they can 
direct the course of procedure in the 
future; as a guiding way or a guiding 
document for their work. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: For a mixed 
local organization? 

DEL. AXELSON: Yes. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: That is the 
idea. 

Question called for. 

THE CHAIRMAN : You have heard 
the motion and the amendment to the 
motion. Are you ready for the ques- 
tion? (Question called for.) Do you 
understand the amendment that has been 
made? The vote is on the acmndment 
fir*t. 

The question on the amendment was 
lost. 

The motion to approve the communi- 
cation and refer it to the committee on 
organization was then carried. 

The secretary then read a communica- 
tion from John M. Francis, secretary of 
the Coal Miners' Local at Du Qoin, 
III., and a delegate to the annual con* 
veution of the I. W. W. last year. Re- 
ferred to the organization committee. 

Comunication from H. Martin. Ber- 
lin. Ont.. in reference to conditions if 
Canada. Also reply of the general sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

Del. Fischer moved that the communi- 
cation be received and the action of the 
secretary endorsed. Seconded. 

Del. Jones moved to amend that the 
communication be referred to the or- 
ganization committee. Seconded. 

Del. Fischer accepted the amendment, 
and the motion as amended was then 
carried. 

Communication from Montreal Shirt 
ft Overall Co., Ltd.. in reference to se- 
curing the label on their goods. 

The secretary stated that the letter 
was read for. the purpose of showing 
the effect of propaganda work carried 



on in some districts and vnat the pres- supposed injustices done them, and it is 

sure was felt by employers of labor. a question whether they will be recog- 
Del Francis inquired Whether Ow-*«,nized by this convention, some becom- 

Mgan, mentioned in the letter, was a ing members s ftlW rhg- gr is i nn us have 

member of the I. W. W. and all right, arisen. 

The secretary replied that he was all DEL. AXELSON: A point of in- 
right, formation. Have they been members 

On motion of Delegate Aiazzone the of the organization? 

communication was tabled. SEC. TRAUTMANN : They have 

SEC. TRAUTMANN:* Here are a been members of the organization, some 

lot of communications. There are some of them. 

official, bearing a seal. Some are writ- DEL. AXELSON: I move that all 

ten on the letterheads of the organization these communications be referred to the 

Without seal, dealing with Bridgeport grievance committee, 

affairs and charges and counter-charges. THE CHAIRMAN: The chair will 

"It would not be proper to bring this rule that all these communications will 

case before the convention. It is neces- be referred to the grievance committee. 

<nry that this matter be investigated and If some one is not satisfied with that 

that a chance be given to the delegate ruling, he can raise a point of order, 

from Bridgeport to clear these matters The secretary next read the following 

up before the delegates to this conven- communication from Ernest Besselmann 

ion, and thev are of such a nature that New York: 

it would be necessary first to go into "New York, Sept. 13, 1007. 

the hands of a committee. There are "To the Third Convention of the In- 

morc of that kind. dustrial Workers of the World : 

DEL. FRANCIS: I move that a "May your efforts be crowned with 

committee on investigation be elected to great success. 

investigate the Bridgeport affair. "ERNST BESSELMANN." 

Seconded. The secretary presented a document 

THE CHAIRMAN: That would be from Local Union 157 of New Bedford, 

a grievance committee, wouldn't it? Mass., containing by-laws of the local 

DEL. THOMAS: As a member of union, submitted for the approval of the 

the committee on rules I will state that General Executive Board, 

we overlooked that point relative to Delegate Francis moved that the docu- 

having a committee on grievances aris- ment be referred to the in-coming Gen- 

ing in the organization. Therefore we eral Executive Board, 

ought to have it specified in the rules SEC. TRAUTMANN: I would ask 

as to a grievance committee, and I the convention not to adopt such a mo- 

think it would be better for the com- tion. There arc committees or commit- 

mittcc to sit again and present some tees will have assigned to them the duty 

new rules. of drawing up by-laws for local organ- 

DEL. FRANCIS: 1 withdraw my izations. Wc have to have by-laws to 

motion. guide the local organizations in their 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: The conven- work. Wc haven't got any now, and 

»ion can do it right now. I suggest that any recommendations or 

THE CHAIRMAN: Did you make any reports coming to the convention be 

a motion ? I did not hear. referred to the ways and means com- 

DEL. THOMAS: I did not make a mittec to take up the work of drafting 

motion. I only suggested that we over- by-laws for the guidance of local or- 

looked this matter. ganizations. This document is only a 

DEL. HERRMANN: I make a mo- sample of such by-laws so that they 

lion tiiat tiic convention elect a grlev- can be drafted according ta local condi* 

ancc committee right now. (Seconded.) tions. It would be a good plan to refer 

THE CHAIRMAN: Are you ready them to such a committee so that they 

for the question? would draw such by-laws for the guid- 

DEL. HAGENSON: I am not ready, ancc of the local organizations. We al- 

I think wc should state how many that ready have one set prepared, and it is 

committee shall be. proposed to suit the conditions in one 

DEL. BOHM: 1 move to amend the locality and another. It is a very good 

motion to make it five. (Seconded.) set of b)--laws. I have read them over. 

Del. Herrmann accepted the amend- Wc have a committee on ways and 



means? 
THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. 
SEC. TRAUTMANN : I would there- 
fore suggest that this be referred to that 



ment. 

The question on the election of a 
grievance committee of five was put and 
carried. 

The following nominations for the committee, 

committee were made: DEL. FISCHER: On constitution. 

By Fischer: Cole. SEC. TRAUTMANN : The constitu- 

By Axelson : H agger ty. tion committee has enough to do with 

By Aiazzone: Trainor. the constitution of the general organiza- 

By Speed: Yates. tion. 

By Jones: Foote. DEL. FOOTE: 1 move that as a 

By Liesncr: Thomas. motion. (Seconded.) 

By Rcigate : Williams. DEL. LIESNER : It seems to me 

,By Axelson: Hagenson. (De- that as this has a great deal to do with 

dined.) the new constitution, there is nobody 

In response to questions from the better adapted to this work than the con- 

cliairman, Delegates Cole, Haggerty, stitution committee. The ways and 

Yates and Thomas accepted; Delegates means committee have jio means of 

Trainor, Foote and Williams declined. knowing at this moment what the new 

""he following additional nominations constitution is going to be. The con- 



were made: 

By Lcvoy: Keep. 

By Rcigate: Speed. 

By Schwcnd: Levoy. 

By Axelson: Schwend. 

Delegates Keep, Speed and Levoy de- 
clined; Delegate Schwend accepted. 



stitution committee is framing our con- 
stitution or altering it as they may sec 
fit, and they would be more capable of 
handling that question, and I think it 
is entirely within their office to do that 
work. 

DEL. BENSON: We have a com- 



ITIE CHAIRMAN: Fellow Workers mittce on constitution which should deal 

Cole. Haggerty, Yates, Thomas and , with the by-laws. We have made pro- 

Sehweud are the five that have been vision, so to speak, for any action that 

nominated and have accepted. What is the committee on constitution may take, 

your pleasure? and I think there will be no trouble 

Del. Levoy moved that the five named about it. Whatever those by-laws are, 

l>c elected by . acclamation as the com- let us submit them to that committee, 



jittec on grievances. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and the five delegates were then elected 
as the committee. 

On motion of Delegate Kern the com- 
ntunications in reference to the Bridge- 
port affair were referred to the griev- 
ance committee. 

DEL. SPEED : 1 make a motion that 
a|l these matters of grievances be re 
fcrrcd to the grievance committee with- 



and they will do the best that can be 
done. 

DEL. KERN: I move a substitute 
for the motion, that this be referred to 
the constitution committee. (Seconded.) 

DEL. FOOTE: I am afraid the con- 
stitution committee will simply have to 
refer it back to the committee on ways 
and means. Last year we had such a 
conglomeration of material to go over 
that it consumed the biggest part of our 



out any further reading on the part of time in segregating the matter. It seems 
the secretary. (Seconded.) to me this should go to the committee 
THE CHAIRMAN: Do you mean on ways and means, and let them report 
any further grievances that may come on it in an abstract manner, and then, 
up? that report should be considered by the 
DEL. SPEED: Yes. constitution committee. That is how I 
The motion was put and carried. look at it; I don't know; I might be 
SEC. TRAUTMANN : Now. I would mistaken, 
like to ask the convention through the The question was then put on the sub- 
chair a question. Suppose a man has stitute motion that the matter be re- 
been, or several have been, expelled or ferred to the committee on constitution 
suspended from a local organization. The vote being in doubt, a vote was 
even assuming that they did not have a taken by a show of hands, resulting as 
fair trial, and they appeal to the conven- follows: Aye, 16; no, 9. So the sub- 
tlon, shall such apoeals be presented to stitute motion was carried, 
the committee. It is only a question as The secretary presented a communtca- 
to how 1 shall be guided in presenting tion from Local 178, Seattle. Wash., in 
similar communications. If the ruling reference to proposed amendments and 
goes one way or the other way. I will additions to the constitution. Referred 
be guided by the ruling so that I can to the resolution committee for distribu- 
te some of the documents or all of tion to the appropriate committees, 
the documents filed in certain cases and Also a communication from Local 12. 
submit them to the grievance committee. Los Angeles. Referred to committee on 
There are perhaps one or two cases. I organization. 

only want to have a ruling on this point Also a communication from Schenec- 

DEL. AXELSON: I move, in behalf lady Electrical Workers' Union No. 1. 

of this request, that all these grievances Referred to the commit ee on conititu- 

that are in the hands of the secretary be tion. 

referred to the grievance committee, Also a letter from J. W. Hawkins, 

every one. No. 8, Kansas City, Mo., in reference to 

SEC. TRAUTMANN : * These griev- work, conditions and supplies. Referred 

anees come from members who are yet to committee on organization 

m emb e r s of anions co n nected with the Also letter from Gin ton Simon ton. 

I. W. W„ bat there are grievances and Pine Bluff, Ark, together with answer 



of general secretary. Referred to com- 
mittee on organization. 

Also instructions to delegates from 
-Local Unions 15. 91, 95, 130 and 170, 
and accompanying resolutions. Re- 
ferred to the committee on constitution? 

The secretary read a resolution from 
Local Union 59, Clothing Workers of 
New York, which was referred to the 
committee on resolutions. 

Secretary Trautmann next read a res- 
olution or preamble submitted by Dele- 
gate Foote, which was referred to the 
committee on constitution. 

A communication from the Bakery 
Workers' Industrial Union No. 224, of 
Wichita, Kan., was read and referred 
to the organization committee. 

A resolution was submitted by Dele- 
gate Walters and was read and referred 
to the committee on constitution. 

A communication from Local Union 
No. 164. Laundry Workers of St. Paul, 
requesting that an organizer be sent to 
St. Paul, was read and referred to the 
committee on organization. 

Secretary Trautmann then announced 
that applications for charter had been 
received from the Bakery Workers' 
Union of New York City, the Bakcrv 
Workers' Union of Oklahoma Citq, and 
the Bakery Workers' Union of Enid. 
I. T.. and requested to know the pleas- 
ure of the convention in connection 
therewith. 

DEL. FOOTE : I move that the ap- 
plications 1 f .ont .0 the committee on 
organization with the request that the 
charters be immediately sent out. I 
know of the work that is being done in 
Enid and Oklahoma City, and I promised 
then: that the charter would be there 
within ten days. 

DEL. TRAUTMANN: It arrived yes- 
terday, you know, so that wc could not 
have acted upon it sooner. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Fellow workers, 
you have heard the motion. Are you 
readv for the question? 

The question was called for, and being 
put. the motion unanimously prevailed. 

Secretary Trautmann next lead h 
communication from Dawson, Alaska, in 
reference to the situation at Fairbanks, 
which, after a brief explanation by him. 
was referred to the committee on or- 
ganization. 

DEL. TRAUTMANN: Here are the 
bills ordered paid by the Executive 
Board, and I will not stop to read them 
at this time. 

The Executive Board decided that res- 
olutions and amendments to the consti- 
tution coming from individuals who are 
members of a local union should not be 
considered unless the amendments are 
approved by the local organization of 
which they are members. Now, we have 
such resolutions coming from individuals 
and not approved by the local unions 
and inasmuch as the Executive Board 
has made that ruling in this matter, I 
would like to know what the pleasure 
of the convention is in this regard. 

DEL. FRANCIS: I move that the 
convention approve of the decision of 
the Executive Board. 

The motion was seconded. 

THE CHAIRMAN: A motion is 
made and seconded that the convention 
approve of the decision of the Executive 
Board. Are you ready for the question ? 

The question was called for and the 
motion prevailed. 

DEL. TR AUTMANN : Those are all 
the communications that have been re- 
ceived so far. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Are there any 
other communications? 

DEL. TRAUTMANN: No, there are 
none, except the report of the organizers, 
but they should come in with the of- 
ficers' reports. The organizers are in- 
structed to give their reports on arriv- 
ing at this convention, and they have 
already complied. 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS. 
THE CHAIRMAN: The next order 
of business is the reports of officers. 
Now, fellow workers, since the report 
of the secretary is in print. I think it 
would be only a waste of time to read 
that long document at this time. The 
delegates can all read the report at their 
leisure, and it is not necessary to have 
it read now. I understand, however, 
that the secretary has a supplementary 
report to make on a very important sub- 
ject and he will be ready to submit it 
tomorrow. If there is no objection, we 
will proceed in that manner. Is there 
any objection? Hearing none, it is so 
ordered. 

DEL. TRAUTMANN: Every dele- 
gate has a summary of the financial con- 
dition of the organization, so that it will 
not be necessary to read that. 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL EX- 
ECUTIVE BOARD. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now we will 
hear the reading of the minutes of the 
General Executive Board. 

DEL. TRAUTMANN: Fellow work- 
ers and Mr. Chairman: The General 
Executive Board will wind up its busi- 
ness this afternoon or tonight, and sub- 
mit then the report of its last session 
to the convention. We have decided 
upon some recommendations to this 
convention, and they have to be drafted 
and properly recorded in the minutes 
before they can be presented here. The 
minutes of the first session held after 
the October 4th incident have never been 
published in the Bulletin, although every 
member has received a copy of these 
minutes in typewr itt e n form. I will read 
the minutes now and the final report of 
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The Convention Report 

This issue of The Bulletin con- 
tains the regular Stenographic Report 
complete for Tuesday, September 17. 
It was on that day that the delegates 
from the United Miners appeared on 
the floor, and the interesting discus- 
sion is printed in full. 

On the day following (Wednesday) 
the big debate on the preamble came 
up, and appears in the regular Steno- 
graphic Report which is printed daily 
while the convention lasts. 

The original price on the daily re- 
port is reduced to 10 cents, mailed 
every day to those ordering it. Gen- 
eral headquarters has a supply of each 
day's proceedings and is prepared to 
fill orders as soon as they arrive. 
Order now, and get this valuable re- 
port of a most important Convention 
in the hands of members and friends. 

The preamble remains unchanged, 
by a vote of 113 to 15, but you 
should by all means read the debate 
occupying one entire session. 

The work of the Convention is 
proceeding systematically and the 
future of the I. W. W M by reason of 
the harmony prevailing and the fidelity 
of the delegates to their working class 
mission, is brighter than ever before. 



Tuesday's Report Continued 

the General Executive Board will be 
given tomorrow. 

Secretary Trautmann then read the 
minutes of the various meetings of the 
General Executive Board, at the con- 
clusion of which the followine action 
was taken : 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now. fellow 
workers, you have heard the reading of 
the minutes of the General Executive 
Board. What is vour pleasure? 

DEL. EDWARDS: Fellow Workers 
and Mr. Chairman: In behalf of the 
committee on revision of the steno- 
graphic report. I would like to make this 
statement: You can all judge some- 
what from the time it has taken to read 
this report that the cost of printing it 
and incorporating it in the daily report 
that is submitted to the delegates will 
be very large, and it occurs to this com- 
mittee that it will be unnecessary, since 
the main facts, which facts pertain to 
the reactionary element found in the last 
convention, arc really in the hands of 
the members of the organization ; and it 
seems to us for that reason that it will 
not be necessarv to put it into the daily 
report. If excluded, it will very ma- 
terially reduce the cost of getting out 
that report, and if printed, it will be a 
very voluminous document, and we 
would ask the delegates to take that 
matter into consideration. 

DEL. AXELSON: Fellow Workers 
and Chairman : I would like to ask the 
chair one question, and that is if anyone 
has any idea as to what the extra ex- 
pense of printing this report would 
come to? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Fellow Worker 
Walsh is the treasurer. He can prob- 
ably tell you. 

DEL. EDWARDS: It is impossible 
to even approximate that expense right 
here on the ground. The whole thing 
ha< to be cast up. The number of words 
included in this renort has to be ascer- 
tained, which would take considerable 
time to do, and it cannot be done now. 
I desire to sav. however, that the ex- 
pense will be very large, and that it 
will fill at least, in the type we are using, 
fourteen columns of space; fourteen col- 
umns equal to the columns of the Indus- 
trial Union Bulletin. . . . 

DEL. FRANCIS: Have the minutes 
been adopted? 

THE CHAIRMAN: No. 

DEL. FRANCIS: Then I move you 
that the minutes of the General Execu- 
tive Board be accepted and approved as 

(The motion was seconded.) 

THE CH AIRMAN : Motion has been 
made and seconded that the minutes of 
the General Executive Board be received 
and approved, and their actions con- 
curred in. Is that motion seconded? 

(The motion received several seconds, 
and being put to a vive voce vote, unani- 
mously prevailed.) 

THE CHAIRMAN : We come now 
to the question that has been raised by 
the chairman of the committee on re- 
vising the stenographic report. 

DEL. DELANEY: I move you that 
the recommendations of the committee 
be accepted and adopted. 

(The motion was seconded and unani- 
mously carried.) 

SOLICITATION OF STRIKING 
TELEGRAPHERS. 

ASST SEC EDWARDS: Yester- 
day afternoon, early in the ««»»on, J 
Dall Jones, who is a memberofthe l^- 
cal Executive Board of the Telegraphers. 



was in attendance at our convention, and 
while here, spoke to me in reference to 
the matter of bringing their present situ- 
ation in the strike against the companies 
before this convention. The facts given 
to me, very briefly, by him are these: 
That the telegraphers are up against If 
proper as to their financial condition, 
and that any financial assistance that the 
Industrial Workers of the World may 
feel disposed or able to give them at 
this time will be very much appreciated. 
I told - the gentleman that I should pre- 
sent the matter to the convention, and 
if any action favorable to their request 
is taken, they ask that the check be sent 
to S. S. Ulrich, secretary of the Com- 
mercial Telegraphers Union No. I, 305 
Omaha Building, 134 Van Buren street, 
Chicago. 

DEL. FRANCIS : Point of informa- 
tion. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Delegate Francis. 

DEL. FRANCIS: I would like to 
know is Assistant Secretary Edwards 
is a delegate to this convention? I raise 
the point of order that only a delegate 
can bring such a matter up. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to say 
that this representative of the Telegraph- 
ers' organization came to me, and I be- 
ing in the chair, requested Fellow 
Worker Edwards to bring it before the 
convention, and since he has the floor 
of this convention I do not see any rea- 
son why he should not bring such a 
matter up. It is now before the con- 
vention. What is your pleasure? 

DEL. DELANEY: I move that it 
be referred to the committee on ways 
and means. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is that motion 
seconded ? 

(The motion failed of a second.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: I would add 
that there were two gentlemen here, and 
they said also that they would be glad 
to receive our committee at their execu- 
tive board meeting. They meet every 
day, and it might not be amiss to send 
a committee there and explain to them 
the aims and objects of the industrial 
unionism of the Industrial Workers of 
the World. 

DEL. COLE: 1 desire to say that I 
was talking to this man yesterday my- 
self. I believe that Fellow Worker 
Fisher was present at that time, 
was he not? Fellow Worker Jones 
was present at the time, and I 
would like to make this statement to 
the convention : That if the convention 
in its opinion thinks that the financial 
circumstances of the organization will 
not permit them to contribute anything 
to the general fund to help this fight 
of the Telegraphers, that we take up a 
collection among the delegates to the 
convention and others who are in the 
convention hall, and let them contribute 
what they see fit, and then appoint a 
committee, and let them take it down 
and hand it to them, because any finan- 
cial support will be very thankfully re- 
ceived by the Telegraphers. 

DEL. FOOTE: This is a matter that 
I do not think we ought to pass by 
lightly. The Telegraphers strike is a 
serious proposition. It represents an 
action on the part of those men that 
means much in the American labor 
movement, and to have a request of that 
kind brought before our convention here 
and not have it receive the proper con- 
sideration, would seem to me to reflect 
upon our standing. As far as the or- 
ganization of the Telegraphers is con- 
cerned, we are all agreed upon their 
misconstruction of their basic principles, 
but the fact remains that they did act 
as a man, and against the officialdom in 
their own organization, if I understand 
it rightly. 

I believe that this convention ought to 
go on record in expressing greetings to 
them as wage workers, and that if this 
organization is in such straits financially 
as we know it to be. that the recom- 
mendation of Fellow Worker Cole be 
concurred in. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Fellow workers, 
the hour for adjournment having ar- 
rived, we will adjourn now until two 
o'clock this afternoon, and then the mat- 
ter will be again taken up. 

The convention then adjourned, to re- 
convene at 2 oclock p. m. 

TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 17, 1907. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The Convention reconvened at 2:15 
o'clock P. M., Chairman Katz presid- 
ing. 

Before taking up the regular order 
of business the roll was called by Sec- 
retary Trautman, at the conclusion of 
which the proceedings were continued 
as follows: 

THE CHAIRMAN: When we ad 
journcd this noon the matter of the 
telegraphers was under discussion, 
and we will proceed with that matter 
now. 

DEL. FISCHER: I move that this 
Convention instruct the general sec- 
retary to forward $50 to the striking 
telegraphers of this city. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is that motion 
seconded? 

DEL. AXELSON: I second that 
motion. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion 
is made and seconded that the general 
secretary forward $50 to the striking 
telegraphers of this city. Are you 
ready for the question? 

(Question was called for.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Does any 
delegate desire to speak upon the mo- 
tion: 

DEL. DeLEON: Does the motion 
imply that the money is to be sent by 
mail? 

THE CHAIRMAN: The mover of 
the motion did not state that in his 
motion, but it seems that they re- 
quested that a committee be appoint 
ed from this body to attend their 
meetings, and I believe it would be 
proper for that committee to bring 
the money to them. 

DEL. FISCHER: That was my 
meaning. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You will in- 
clude that in your motion? 

DEL. FISCHER: Yes, sir, that the 
Committee forward the money to the 
Telegraphers. 

DEL. DeLEON: In view of the 
imperfection of the motion I would 
like to make an amendment, and I 
want to explain my reasons before I 
present that amendment. 

That the Telegraphers should be 
assisted financially goes without lay- 
ing. They are certainly in a desper- 
ate strait, and $50 it about the small- 
est sum that we can tend them with- 



out seeming to insult them, in view 
of the much greater sum that they 
need but it strikes me that we should 
do more than the mere sending of 
that amount of cash. Together with 
that cash we should call their atten- 
tion to the proposition that they are 
up against. 

I have it from what I consider very 
good authority that the trouble with' 
the present situation is this: that the 
companies will make no settlement: 
with the man because the man does 
not want to enter into a contract. 
When I say the man does not want 
to enter into a contract perhaps I put 
it too broadly; I should rather say 
that the company apprehends that it 
cannot hold the man to a contract. 
In other words, what this man is up 
against is the I. W. W. proposition. 
They are affiliated with the A. F. L. 
The essence of the A. F. L. is that 
contracts shall be made between the 
employer and the employe, and the 
important feature of this contract is 
not keeping of wages down or any- 
thing of that sort; the important fea- 
ture is this — and that is what these 
men should be made familiar with—' 
that every time a contract is made, the 
capitalist can then figure what divi- 
dends he can reckon on. Practically, 
it amounts to this, that the working 
people in that establishment become 
part of the assets of the capitalist 
employer. 

Just as soon as a contract is made, 
those men cease to be even working 
men. They acease to be even wage 
slaves. They becom part and parcel 
of the assets of the employer, and 
with those assets he can tell what to 
do in point of dividends, the raising 
of stocks, the watering of them, etc. 

Now, it is clear that those men are 
not going to succeed as to a settle- 
ment. The employer wants a clear 
cut settlement, a settlement not such 
as we always make, but a settlement 
of the A. F. L. nature. These men 
are not up against the regulation 
trouble or strife; it is not a question 
of a man starting in and finally bleed- 
ing slowly to death on account of his 
funds being exhausted, but it is on ac- 
count of the fact that this being a 
young organization it has not yet got- 
ten sufficiently into the A. F. L. har- 
ness so that an employer can place 
trust in 'a contract, such a contract 
2s they want, not for a day or two but 
for several years, so as to become 
completely a part of the assets. 

Now, it seems to me that that 
should be brought home to those men. 
I had an incidental talk with one of 
them yesterday. It was sad to see 
how absolutely blind he was to the 
situation that is confronting them. If 
they were left to their own instincts, 
the working people always would act 
revolutionary, and consequently these 
men have not yet come to that A. F. 
L. development where they are up to 
their contract, and since they are not 
in that situation they have yet to be 
licked into shape, and that is the is- 
sue before them, and in view of that 
fact, I consider that this motion 
should be amended and that that com- 
mittee or the national secretary should 
so explain matters to them. 

I would therefore amend that mo- 
tion so that the committee shall con- 
sist of the national secretary, the na- 
tional editor and G. E. B. Member, 
Cole, and that they shall call upon 
the headquarters of the telegraphers' 
organization, and hand them those 
funds with an expression of our re- 
gret that we can do no better, and ex- 
plain to them the position of 
this body, why it is that w 
cannot give any more and why 
it is that we should be glad to make it 
a $50,000 check instead of a $50 check. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is the amend- 
ment seconded? 

DEL. AIAZZONE: I second it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: An amendment 
has been made that a ' committe con- 
sisting of the general secretary-treas- 
urer and the editor of the Bulletin 
and the member of the General Execu- 
tive Board. Cole, deliver the donation 
to the Tcelgraphers and explain the 
position of the Industrial Workers of 
the World. 

DEL. DeLEON: What they are. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Explain what, 
they are. Arc you ready for the ques- 
tion? 

DEL. HAGGERTY: Mr. Chairman, 
if it be in order I desire to make an 
amendment to the amendment, embrac- 
ing and accepting all that has been put 
in the amendment, the only change be- 
ing in the amount that we are to give 
in response to their request. I desire 
that the sum be changed from $50 to 
$100. It seems to me that $100 is a 
very small amount for a national or- 
ganization to offer to those who appeal 
to us. We should give $100 or nothing 
at all. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is the amend- 
ment seconded? 

(The amendment received several 
seconds.) 

DEL. FISCHER: My fellow work- 
ers and Chairman: My idea was some- 
what on that line. I thought that we 
should extend our moral and financial 
support to them and let the locals give 
what they could. I do not think- it is 
out of the way to let the convention 
contribute $50 and let all locals and 
sympathizers throughout the country 
contribute their little mite, whatever ft 
may be. so that these contributions and 
expressions of sympathy will come 
from all parts of the country. 

DEL. SPETTEL: It seems to me 
that the locals and sympathizers 
throughout the country will give what 
they have to give regardless of what 
we do here, whether we make our con- 
tribution $50 or $100. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard 
the motion and the amendment and the 
amendment to the amendment. What 
is your pleasure? 

DEL. FRANCIS: A point of in- 
formation: if this amendment to the 
amendment carries, have we the jfunds 
at hand in the treasury? / 

THE CHAIRMAN: The Secretary 
will have to give you that information. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: I would have 
to scratch pretty hard to get it. We 
figured on $50, because we thought we 
could make that We have to meet tome 
obligations. I believe, however, if the 
delegates would cooperate with us, a 
few of them, and give their share, we 
could make it $100. It need not be a 
collection .but voluntary contributions 
from the delegates, and we could make 



up the $100 and Rave it sent in the 
name of the organization, with the un- 
derstanding that the entire organiza- 
tion will be made acquainted with the 
situation. 

Now, I want to make my position 
clear, because I hold that in any fight 
of the workinp class, whether they are 
wrong or right in their position, wheth- 
er the organization is effective or inef- 
fective, the 1. W. W. must support such 
an organization. That is our duty. We 
have no quarrel with the working class. 
We have a quarrel with those who are 
supporters of the capitalistic system of 
society, and the very fact that it is not 
a matter of finance, not a matter of 
$100 or $50, but the fact that the I. W. 
W. in convention assembled recognizes 
its duty to the entire working class l« 
sufficient to convince the working class 
that the I. W. W. it fighting for better 
and higher and larger movements than 
the old organizations have ever taken 
up. 

I believe if some of the delegates 
would cooperate, not in the way of a 
collection, but in voluntary contribu- 
tions, that "/e could send this check 
for $100 tomorrew to the Telegraphers' 
Union. 

DEL. LEVOY : A point of informa- 
tion: Who were those delegates who 
asked for this financial aid? Were they 
from the national headquarters or were 
they from the Chicago branch or local 
of the Telegraphers' Union? 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: It was the 
Local Union of Telegraphers of this 
city, but it is immaterial whether it is 
local or national; that does not alter 
the case. 

DEL. LEVOY; It alters the case 
with me to this extent, that I would not 
deliver this money to those men in the 
office because we would not get credit 
for it. I do not believe in the fake 
element at the head of that organiza- 
tion. I would rather deliver it to the 
members themselves and not to the offi- 
cers of the organization, because when 
we deliver it to them, and walk out, 
they laugh at us. It should be deliv- 
ered to the members at the local meet- 
ing so that the members can understand 
it, and can know from whom it was re- 
ceived. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to say 
that the delegate who was here inform- 
ed me that they met every afternoon at 
four o'clock at the Revere House, I be- 
lieve. I am not sure whether it is the 
executive board of the whole organiza- 
tion that meet each day. 

A DELEGATE: The whole organ- 
ization. 

DEL. SPEED: Mr. Chairman, I 
met last night a member of the board 
and chairman of the Grievance Com- 
mittee. They were on the street last 
night while we were talking, and I was 
invited to come up before them this af- 
ternoon and address them. They said 
we would be treated courteously and that 
this message which we delivered on the 
street was just the thing that they wanted, 
and they invited us up there to speak to 
them this afternoon. I will add this 
as information to what has already been 
said. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Sec. Trautmann 
wants to make an explanation. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: There are 
reasons why the general office of this 
organization has abstained from inter- 
fering in any way. shape or manner in 
the strike of 'the Telegraphers of Amer- 
ica. After the strike was on for about 
a week, as members and organizers of 
the organization can bear me out. we 
had a- committee not from the general 
offices, but a committee of the rank and 
file, appear and ask for speakers at their 
mass meetings. When that committee 
appeared there was a statement in the 
paper— those who live in Chicago may 
recollect it— that Samuel Gompcrs. 
ONcill, the labor commissioner, and 
others were already in conference with 
representatives of the telegraph lines or 
the telcgranh companies. A statement 
had been made in the paper that it was 
only due to the action of the radical 
aggressive clement that no arbitration 
could be secured. 

If the representatives of the I. W. W. 
had appeared before the Telegraphers 
when the enthusiasm of the strikers ran 
high, and if the arbitration that was then 
sought had ended in a failure, it would 
then have been placed to the— not credit, 
I would not sav credit, but thev would 
have made the I. W. W. responsible for 
the failure of having an understanding 
with that committee. 

It was a critical moment. Some of 
the best men in the Telegraphers' 
Union appealed to us, many of whom 
are good, reliable men and ready to 
learn from the mistakes of the past, but 
if the I. W. W. representatives at that 
time had interfered when the telegra- 
phers were waiting for a victory, then 
labor fakers would have immediately 
hollered that on account of the radical 
element, on account of the interference 
of the 1. W. W., with their desire to 
break up the unions, no negotiations 
could be carried on and the strike would 
have been lost on account of the I. W. 
W. interfering. 

That prompted every one of us mem- 
bers in refraining from taking part in 
the matter. I, for one, will not accuse 
any one of the officers of the Teleg- 
raphers' Union of being crooks or 
fakers. I do not believe, however, that 
they have experience and knowledge of 
the labor movement. I even include in 
that statement the general officers of that 
organization. 

I believe that their statements to the 
press stated the case fairly; they never 
understood labor problems, they never 
learned a lesson from the strike in 188.1. 
They did not want to learn because they 
were in a bad environment. Today we 
know that many of them whom we may 
accuse as being labor fakers, who if 
possible may have had to be labor fakers, 
are absolutely honest and willing to 
learn. 

This opportunity presents itself to this 
-organization. We have no fight, no 
quarrel with the working class. We 
want to teach them to take advantage of 
every opportunity. We know that most 
of us were in the American Federation 
of Labor; we were in the Knights of 
Labor; we were in the various societies 
of the working class, and we might at 
well, and justifiably so, have been ac- 
cused of being labor fakers before we 
saw the light and the way to get out of 
the mire of the past 

Now, to say that on account of a few 
individuals among the Telegraphers, that 
we should deliver the money to the rank 
and file, is wrong, before we know 



whether the leaders of the strike in this 
city are really fakern or not If they 
were, they would not come to this con- 
vention. 

So, fellow workers, I say that we can 
show through our action that we have 
no quarrel with any class of wage earn- 
ers, and when we have an opportunity 
we are going to gain by the experiences 
of the past and by our own experiences, 
and we are going to go forward as fast 
as we can, and we are going to give our 
support to the working class in their 
battle against the capitalistic class. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, fellow 
delegates, you have heard the motion, 
the amendment and the amendment to 
the amendment 

DEL. KERN: I would like to offer 
a substitute for the whole. In view of 
the fact that the statement has been 
made here just now of our financial con- 
dition, I would like to offer this as a 
substitute; that the donation of $50 be 
allowed, and that a collection be made 
from the delegates to this convention to 
be put with that $50, and that a commit- 
tee of four instead of three be appointed ; 
that a fourth member be added to that 
committee to go before the meeting of 
the Telegraphers, not before the officers, 
who, as the fellow worker over here 
says, would possibly laugh at us behind 
our backs — but go before the meeting of 
that organization and explain to them 
the reason why we only offer the $50 
and the reason why they are up against 
it 

DEL. THOMAS: I second the sub- 
stitute motion. 

DEL. AXELSON: Fellow Worker 
Chairman, how big a committee, how 
many in numbers, is the committee that 
is to go before this meeting? 

THE CHAIRMAN: The original 
motion called for three. 

DEL. AXELSON : And a fourth one, 
is that it now, by this amendment ? 

THE CHAIRMAN : Yes. 

DEL. AXELSON : And the commit- 
tee as constituted is to consist of the 
secretary-treasurer, the editor of our 
journal, and who else? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Delegate Cole 
of the General Executive Board. 

DEL. COLE : I myself, fellow work- 
ers, do not believe that the fourth dele- 
gate should be sent. I think in this case 
we should be very careful to confine 
ourselves to the officials of the organ- 
ization that is donating this fund and 
the voluntary contribution. For this 
reason I am talking against this substi- 
tute that is now handed in. I think 
in going before the working class we 
should always send the representatives 
who stand at the head of the pure eco- 
nomic organization of the working class. 
That is my position. 

DEL. DeLEON : A point of order. 

THE CHAIRMAN : State your point 
of order. 

DEL. DeLEON: I regret having to 
do so, but I wish to say that a substi- 
tute for the whole is a motion not 
known in parliamentary practice. It must 
cither be a namendment, or an amend- 
ment to an amendment, and there can- 
not be a fourth thing. It would bring 
confusion. Consequently a substitute 
for v the whole is not recognized in par- 
liamentary practice, and if you recog- 
nize it now we shall in a measure be 
taking a most serious step, and as we 
did yesterday, we will get into a seri- 
ous tangle. That is my point of order. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Your point of 
order is well taken. 

Now, there is before the house, the 
motion, the amendment, and the amend- 
ment to the amendment. The original 
motion is that we donate $$0 and send 
it to the Telegraphers. The amend- 
ment is that a committee, consisting of 
Trautmann, Cole, and Edwards, deliv- 
er the $50, explain our position and 
what the Telegraphers are up against. 
The amendment to the amendment 
made by De'egate Haggerty is that we 
make it $100 instead of $50. We will 
now vote upon the amendment to the 
amendment, that it should be $100 in- 
stead of $50. 

DEL. KEEP : I ask for information 
on that amendment, whether the amend- 
ment is that it shall be a donation from 
this organization of , $50 or $100. As 
I understand that amendment it was 
that we present $50 and then take up a 
collection in order to get the other $50 
so as to make it $100. 

A DELEGATE: $50. 

THE CHAIRMAN : All in favor of 
the amendment to the amendment say 
aye. 

(A vive voce vote was taken, and 
the Chairman, being in doubt, Delegate 
DeLeon called for a roll call. The roll 
having been called by Secretary Traut- 
mann he announced the result of the 
ballot as follows: Total number of 
votes cast, 147; 48 voting aye, 70 vot- 
ing nay, and the amendment to the 
amendment was declared lost.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now. the 
amendment to the motion will be voted 
upon. 

(The question was then put on the 
amendment to the motion and it pre- 
vailed.) 

(The question was then put on the 
motion as amended, and it was unani- 
mously carried.) 

TELEGRAM OF CONDOLENCE TO 
VINCENT ST. JOHN. 

DEL. DeLEON: is tfiere anything 
before the house? 

THE CHAIRMAN: We are now 
under the head of unfinished business. 

DEL. DeLEON : I move you that the 
National Secretary be directed to for- 
ward the following telegram to Vincent 
St. John, in Goldfield. Nevada. 

DEL. CAMINITA : I second the mo- 
tion. (Laughter.) 

DEL. DeLEON : I will read the tele- 
gram. 

"The Third Annual Convention of the 
I. W. W., now in session, directs me to 
express to you indignation at the cap- 
italist class machinations, seconded by 
their Mitchell-Gompers lieutenants, 
which, by trumping up criminal charges 
against you and now falsely claiming 
they may want you any time in court 
compel your absence from your teat at 
thit Convention. The Convention as- 
sures you that though thus deprived of 
your active cooperation, it It inspired 
by your sturdy spirit which hat nev- 
er been found to flinch, to weaken, or 
to lie low whenever the cause of labor 
demands the right word and act at the 
right time and place.'* 

THE CHAIRMAN: It that motion 
seconded? . j 

(The morion received a storm of tee. 
onds.) 



THE CHAIRMAN: It has been 
moved and seconded that the telegram 
just read be sent to our fellow worker 
who cannot be present Vincent St 
John. 

DEL. FOOTE: Fellow Worker De- 
Leon, after to strongly standing for 
the Telegraphers, now proposes to tend 
a telegram of condolence to Fellow 
Worker St. John on a scab wire. 
(Laughter) I know it it a momentary 
forgetfulness on hit part but the taugn 
is on DeLeon. 

DEL. DeLEON: I with to call the 
attention of the delegate to the fact on 
the contrary, that if you could pile on 
millions of telegrams now H would com- 
pel the employers to give in. The more 
work you put upon those lines the hard- 
er you make it for the few scabs to 
lo the work, as far as that goes, so if 
. thought of that at all it would be in 
that light 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: This tele- 
gram will not be delivered, at least not 
in Goldfield. They haven't anybody to 
deliver telegrams there. We had tele- 
grams from Goldfield on the day of the 
strike, and they were sent by amil. 
Now, we can send it through the mails, 
with a special delivery stamp, and it 
will get there just as quick as if we sent 
it over the wire, and we can limply 
say that it is the desire of the 
convention to express and dispatch 
that sentiment as quickly as possible, 
but owing to circumstances we have 
to send it by special delivery. It will 
arrive just as quick in that way as if 
we sent it over the wire. 

DEL. FRANCIS: I move that as 

1 amendment. 

DEL. DeLEON: I accept the 
amendment. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion 
is that the telegram you have just 
heard read be sent by special delivery 
to Fellow Worker St. John. Are you 
ready for the question? 

(The question was called for, and 
being put, it unanimously prevailed ) 

THE CHAIRMAN: We are un- 
der the head of unfinished business. 

DEL. SPEED: As I have been re- 
quested to go before the Telegra- 
phers this afternoon, I desire to ask 
if it is the pleasure of this body that 
I go, and if so can I be excused now? 

THE CHAIRMAN: The body will 
have to act upon that. The teleg- 
raphers meet at 4 o'clock, and in view 
of the decision we have arrived at, 
it might, not be amiss that Delegate 
Speed should go there and notify 
them of the action we have taken, 
and also notify them that our three 
national officers have been delegated 
to come before them and bring the 
money that was donated to them. 

DEL. TRAUTMANN: That is to- 
morrow? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes. they 
could not go today. 

DEL. SPEED: They told me to 
be there about 3 o'clock. 

THE CHAIRMAN: AH right. 
Fellow workers, what is your pleasure 
with regard to the request of Dele- 
gate Speed. 

DEL. COLE. Inasmuch at Fel- 
low Worker Speed has been asked to 
appear before the Telegraphers this 
afternoon, I believe it would be ad- 
visable for Delegate Speed to fill that 
engagement if he can, and then he 
can notify the Telegraphers of the 
action taken by this body this after- 
noon, to be acted upon by the com- 
mittee which will be sent there to- 
morrow afternoon. 

DEL. AXELSON: Is that a mo- 
tion? 

DEL. COLE: Yes. 
DEL AXELSON: I second the 
motion. 

. DEL. FRANCIS: I make a mo- 
tion that Del. Speed be excused from 
further attendance upon the conven- 
tion this afternoon. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is the motion 
seconded? 

(The motion was seconded.) 

DEL. AXELSON: Fellow Worker 
Chairman, I understand that Fellow 
Worker Cole made a motion to the ef- 
fect that Del. Speed proceed to ad- 
dress the Telegraphers thit afternoon. 
I seconded that motion and I think 
that motion is before the house 

THE CHAIRMAN: Fellow Work- 
er Cole did not make the motion; it 
was Delegate Francis who made the 
motion. 

DEL. COLE. Mr. Chairman, I did 
not make a motion; I made it as a 
suggestion, and it would be necessary 
to make it as a motion. 

THE CHAIRMAN: There is a 
motion to that effect. Does your mo- 
tion imply that? 

DEL. FRANCIS: That it as | un- 
derstood it. 

DEL. KERN: I move at an amend- 
ment tt that that Del. Speed ahould 
be instructed to state that thit con- 
vention will send them a favorable 
reply -tomorrow and not state the 
amount we arc going to give them 
or anything else. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The amend- 
ment is not seconded. I do not hear 
any second. Are you ready for the 
qnesticn on the original motion? 

(The question was called for.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: All in favor 
of the motion that Del. Speed keep 
his appointment with the telegraphers 
and notify them of the action here 
taken will say aye. 

(The motion unanimously pre- 
vailed.) p 

REPORTS OF ORGANIZERS. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: Gentlemen, 
before you vote on the matter of the 
Coal Miners, I desire to say that 
thote who were considered perma- 
nent organizers of the I. W. W. have 
been requested with the content of 
the General Executive Board, to sub- 
mit reportt to the Convention. They 
are lengthy reportt, but in many of 
them there are valuable points that 
™ d »i e 0, 5.1 b * « he organisation 
committee. The reading of these re- 
ports would take about three or four 
noun, and having three or four copies 
of each of thcte reportt made. I 
would tuggett that thete reports be 
immediately forwarded to the Organi- 
sation Committee, in order that thev 
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contained therein. They have the 
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reports. They are in line with the 
work that was mapped out by the 
General Executive Board. 

Now, "it is up to the convention 
whether tbey accept these reports and 
let the Organization Committee act 
on them or not. 

DEL. FISCHER: I move that the 
reports of the organizers be received 
and turned over to the Organization 
Committee. 

The motion was seconded. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Motion it 
made and seconded that the reports 
of the organizers be referred to the 
Organization Committee. Are you 
ready for the question? 

(The question was put and unani- 
mously carried.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Who is the 
chairman of the Organization Com- 
mittee? 

DEL WALTERS: Right here. 

DEL FOOTE: I have a mo- 
tion which I made this morning, 
which I think ought to be considered 
now if you will allow it. I move 

THE CHAIRMAN : Delegate Foote, 
I want to inform you that we decided 
last night to give the delegate from the 
coal miners the floor at the earliest pos- 
sible moment so that he could be prop- 
erly seated. 

DEL FOOTE: This will onlv take 



THE CHAIRMAN: I think we 
ought to do that now. 

DEL FOOTE: I will wait then un- 
til after that matter has been disposed 
of. 

DISCUSSION CONCERNING LO- 
CAL UNION 1475 OF THE 
UNITED MINE WORKERS 
OF AMERICA. 



THE CHAIRMAN: Fellow dele- 
gates, at the session yesterday afternoon. 
1 believe it was decided that the matter 
of the delegate from the United Mine 
Workers should be left until the con- 
vention was properly organized. It 
should have been taken up this morn- 
ing, but was overlooked, and I think it 
ought to be taken up now, and if there 
is no objection the delegate from the 
Mine Workers' Local of the United 
Mine Workers of America will have the 
floor. Is there any objection? Hearing 
none, the delegate has the floor. (Ap- 
plause. ) 

DHL. FEN NELL: Mr. Chairman 
•and Fellow Delegates: On behalf of 
Local Union 1475 of the United Mine 
Workers of America, located at Panama, 
ill, I desire to say that the miners of 
Sub-District 6 of District 12, composing 
the state of Illinois, had a convention in 
the city of East St. Louis. They had 
charges preferred against the officers of 
the union, and I will state one of the 
most serious charges they had against 
them. 

This was one that started in a mininR 
camp called Livingstone. III. They have 
electric mining machines there. They 
cut out about four inches of the coal 
from the bottom of the vein. Accord- 
ing to the agreement, or the iron-clad 
rule, if you would rather call it that 
thev arc supposed to "snub" this down, 
so that when it is shot it will not make 
so much slack. 

They had lost some nine or ten days 
work in connection with this matter oe- 
fore they were reinstated. When the 
boss discharged them, understand, the 
miners asked him if they could not go 
down and clean up the coal they had 
already shot. The boss said. "No, you 
keep out of that hole." So they had 
monkeyed with the officers, and they got 
reinstated after a short time, nine or 
ten davs, and they would not pay them 
for this time they had lost. So they 
went to the courts, to the capitalist 
court, and beat the company in that 
court, beat them in their own court and 
got judgment for $80. and the costs of 
the court was thrown upon the company, 
and the result was that the coal op- 
erators applied to the state office at 
Springfield, W. D. Ryan, and that scab 
crew in Sprin«*field. 

The result was that Ryan, acting 111 
behalf of the state office there, sent a 
letter to McDonald and another fellow 
there and told them that they had to 
give this $80 back to the coal company 
and reimburse them for the costs in the 
court, and fined them $10 in the bar 
gain. (Laughter) 

*Vnd said they. "If you don t pay this 
$10 you can consider yourselves no 
longer members of the United Mine 
Workers of America"— a scab organiza- 
tion. I will tust add that to it; Ryan 

did not say that. 

So it went on. and thev preferred 
charges against them, and the delegates 
from our local seen the way they ruled 
them out, and they kept their charges m 
their pockets, for they saw there was 
no ase to monkey with those fakers at 

^ Bonnell had charges against them, and 
one charge was that according to the 
state mining law of Illinois there is an 
entry driven up like this, and an entry 
driven up here. There is supposed to he 
forty or sixty feet of coal here, and 
every sixty feet there is supposed to be 
a crosveu' and the law says that at no 
„me shall there be ««ore than one cross- 
cut open, in order to keep the air up 
for the miners. And from what I 
know I understand there were three ot 
K crosscuts open and that was keep- 
ing the air away from the entries. 

So the mining committee stopped these 
fellows from working in there and nnea 
them $10 for obeying the law 

So our local has come to the conclu- 
sion that they cannot do anything in h 
scab organization and is 'M"'"* * * n » 
convention this jtornoon to do all in 
fact that the I. W. W. men ^oj^ 
its power during the coming T»r to w 
g,nize the coal miners of the state of 
Illinois and bring them into the I. W. 
W (^App|a«^ TMANN: Yoo $uy 
here You have to answer questions. 

' DEL FENNELL: AO right. 

SFC TRAUTMANN: I would ask 
the deiegaVe Whether he has with hint 
he la $ rSreement of District M of the 
Kited Mine Worker, of America with 
the coal operators. If not, 1 
overTere. so that it can £ read before 
this convention- I have it over in 
""DEL FENNELL: What did you 
"sic &AUTMANN: J M«. * 



ment between the coal operators and the 
coal miners that any man who violates 
the rules, that is, the contract with 
the coal operators, and rebels against 
the will of the companies, is 
fined $10, and the fine of $10 
is deducted from his wages and 
equally divided between the coal oper- 
ators and the coal miners organization? 
Is that a fact? 

DEL FENNELL: Yes, sir. I will 
tell you how that agreement ia worked 
You are not supposed to break this con- 
tract In anv way whatever, and if >ou 
do break this contract, the officer will 
come to you this way: they will tell 
you that they will not take your griev- 
ance up until you go back to work. In 
the meantime the operator takes this $10 
off of your pay. It is a regular oper- 
ators' court. The Miners* Union agrees 
with the decision of the operators and 
the miner is fined $10, and $5 goes to 
W. D. Ryan, and $5 goes to the Coal 
Operators' Association, and so in this 
camp at Livingstone, if those two slaves 
go to work to pay back this money the 
coal operator at Livingstone has made 
$10 out ot it. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN : I have one 
more question I want to ask. 

DEL. THOMAS : I want to make a 
few remarks in connection with the 
Pittsburg District along this line my- 
self. Our conditions are almost exact- 
ly similar. 

DEL. FOOTE: Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to put a question to the dele- 
gate. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Very well. 
DEL. FOOTE: Would it not follow 
as a matter of course, that it would be 
to the interest of the United Mine 
Workers' official organization and the 
Mine Operators' official organization, to 
continue to break the contract? 

DEL. FENNELL: Well, it would 
certainly be to the interest of the coal 
company. I do not know about the 
other fellow. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: So that the 
convention can act on matters that per- 
haps Fellow Worker Thomas will not 
bring out in his speech, I desire to ask 
another question for the guidance of the 
Organization Committee. 

The matter of the Coal Miners is the 
most serious problem before us, one of 
the most serious. I am satisfied from 
the experience I have had, and Fellow 
Worker Fennell knows that on every 
Sunday I can get off I go among the 
miners and every one of them, accord- 
ing to the lists wc have received, are 
ready for the I. W. W. But, is it not 
a fact, for the guidance of the policy 
that we have to pursue, so that we may 
be clear on the subject, is it not a mat- 
ter of fact, that in the state of Illinois 
there are just about 20,000 coal miners 
too many in the field? Is it not a fact 
that, for instance, the Illinois Central 
Coal Company, owned by the Illinois 
Central Railroad Company, when they 
shut down the mines in the southern 
district, open the mines in the northern 
district owned by the same company, 
and simply work the slaves for three 
or four months so that they can pay 
off their debts? As soon as they have 
paid off their debts and are ready to 
rebel against the conditions that have 
been imposed by the company, is it not 
a fact that they shut down the mines 
and begin to operate the mines in the 
southern part of the state so that they 
can use the miners of the south against 
the miners of the north, not directly, 
but indirectly? Is that not a fact? 



very same proposition and we have to 
deal with it. I want to know whether 
you know about that. 

DEL FENNELL: 1 am not ac- 
quainted with that. Fellow Worker 
Trautmann. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN : I know It. 

DEL. FENNELL: Well, you might 
have been on the inside of It. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now. fellow 
delegates, you have heard the explana- 
tion. Do you want to say anything, 
Fellow Worker Thomas? 

DEL. THOMAS: I do not want to 
detain the convention, but if they de- 
sire it I would like to make a little ex- 
planation. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN : Come up here 
to the front. 

THE CHAIRMAN: DelegateThomas 
is also a coal miner from Pennsylvania, 
ai.d he may throw some additional light 
upon the situation. 

DEL THOMAS : Mr. Chairman and 
Fellow Workers : I wish to supplement 
the report of the delegate from the 
Panama district of Illinois. In relation 
to the conditions prevailing, I may say 
that they are the exact reflex of the 
Pittsburg district, in that one portion of 
the miners are set against the other por- 
tion in the various districts. In the 
Pittsburg district we have the same vein 
of coal, as it were, but of a different 
thickness. The coal in the thick vein— 
I have the stipulations of the contract 
between the operators and the mine 
workers here in my coat pocket, rela- 
tive to the price of those two veins— but, 
anvhow, there is about 13 cents a ton 
difference, and when it is necessary on 
the part of the Pittsburg coal, which is 
the dominating factor in the Pittsburg 
district, they will set at naught the de- 
sires of any portion of the Pittsburg 
district when they desire a certain kind 
of coal, and they will put such coal as 
they desire into the market. 

Again, in reference to the contract 
that makes the miners in the Illinois 
district subservient to the well being and 
the profit-making system of the capital- 
istic class, it is done. in this way: that 
the example shall be set upon a small 
scale, but in the event that it should 
become to a greater extent to affect the 
corporations, then they bring it in as 
our delegate here has made plain. 

The clause in the Illinois District, and 
I obtained that through the Industrial 
Bulletin, was to the effect that any per- 
son or body of men that prevents or 
retards the production of coal is sub- 
ject to a fine of $10. $5 of which is to 
remain in the repository of capitalistic 
profits, and the balance in the maw of 
the capitalistic supporting faker— the 
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The same thing 
1 the Pennsylvania 



DEL. FENNELL 
nail on the head. 

DEL. FISCHER 
is true in Ohio and 
districts. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The delegate 
will answe. that question. 

DEL. FENNELL: I work on what 
is callc'd the Troy & Eastern Railroad, 
that runs about 25 miles out of St 
Louis. It is owned by the Funk Bros. 
Coal & Coke Company ; they own the 
mines and the railroad. Now, Funk is 
one of the largest coal operators in St. 
Louis, that is. he furnishes the city 
more coal than any other operator in 
that district. You can have a pretty 
good business with Funk as long as the 
winter in on, but when spring comes 
and the demand for coal drops off, he 
starts up a little trouble down at No. 
I, at Cuba, and if the slaves rebel 
against him, he doesn't work that mine, 
but works No. 2 and No. r After he is 
though with that he will go down to 
No. 2 and will start some more trouble 
there and then he works No. 1. No. 
2 has nothing doing. Then he goes up 
to No. 3 and he does the same thing, 
and if it was not for the trouble at No. 
1 and 2, these men at No. 3 wouldnt 
work hardly at all in the summer time 
for that is a domestic coal. 

That gives you a clear understanding 
of what Fellow Worker ^Trautmann 
was talking about. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: Here is an- 
other question for our organizers. I 
am satisfied that this convention will 
act right on this question, but is there 
a chance, with all the promises we may 
have received, is there a possibility that 
we can get the miners in sufficient num- 
bers to start the rebellion within one 
or two months? I know the field is 
well prepared, but have we enough 
courageous men to start the rebellion? 

DEL. FENNELL: I would not say 
that vou have. You might have I 
know' it takes lots of agitation. Those 
operators, you know, use that check-oft 
svstem. You understand what it means 
if your card is taken off in Spring- 
field, you are blacklisted, the same as a 
railro?d company would blacklist 1-eU 
low Warkcr Cole there You have to 
have these cards in Illinois, you must 
be a member of the Mine Workers 
Union, and if a man has his card taken 
off at Springfield, he is up against it 
The only thing to do w to go to the 
state of Colorado, or West Virginia, 
where thev have no union, and If you 
have the nerve to hit a box car there, 
it is all right, but if you want to stay 
in Panama, you have to put up with 

,h SEC h TRAUTMANN: You men- 
tioned the state of Colorado. Isnt 
it a fact that through some officer* 
of the Western Federation, the Mine 
Operators have succeeded In getting a 
closed-shop agreement with, the Mine 
Workers? Have you heard about that? 
DEL. FJ.NNELL: No. . 
SEC. TRAUTMANN : Isn't it a 
ready to loin thi* organization were 
driven back by tht action of Mahoney 
and other* of the Western Federation 
of Miners? We are «p against this 



officers of the United Mine Workers. 

Now, there arc conditions in the 
mines that make it such that the capi- 
talistic boss, the superintendent, can dic- 
tate conditions whereby it makes it pos- 
sible that men in their desperation will 
get up and kick, and if there is a small 
portion of the miners getting up and 
kicking against that which is such that 
it animates a man to carry himself up 
against the wall of desperation, it is on 
a small scale with the miner that in a 
certain entry they do not get a square 
turn with the balance of the pit. It is 
immaterial whether a man is an experi- 
enced miner or not. He supposes when 
he goes in the mine in the morning that 
he will get his share of the wagons that 
come around in a rotary fashion. As 
the driver comes in the bottom of the 
entry and hollers unto the diggers, 
"Here is your turn, your wagon," you 
are to have a square turn not only in 
one entry, but in the whole mine; and 
it is possible with the operator to make 
conditions that force some portion of 
the men to strike, to set an example, to 
keep the balance of the miners in sub 
jection. 

I am working in a mine where the 
last day I worked I obtained one wagon, 
my turn, at 50 cents a ton, and probably 
I could get thirty hundred which would 
make it 75 cents. That was my day's 
wages. Other days it might come three 
or four wagons, but on an average the 
working class in the mines in Pennsyl- 
vania and Illinois do not average $500 
per annum, and with these conditions it 
is enough to make any portion of the 
men rebellious. 

But if we are to overthrow the yoke 
of the labor fakers supported by the 
bosses on the check-off system, we will 
have to be like the steed, take the bit 
in our teeth and challenge the fight. 

In my case I wish to state that the 
check-off system in the mine that I 
work at is in swing. Some four years 
ago I had occasion to go out on the road, 
and asked permission to come back, of 
course, when my little trip was over. 
I asked the mine foreman if things 
would be so that I would get my place 
when I came back, and I also asked the 
superintendent. He said, "All right, go 
ahead," but when 1 came back there 
was no place for me. Well, an old 
S. L. P. member, ex-member now, of 
course, or rather he is dead since, he said : 
"Billy, never you mind," he says, 
"you come and work with me." I said 
to him "No, I will not come and work 
with you and endanger you." I said 
"You are a cripple and you cannot hit 
the road as I can, and I will not do 
it. I will sec my mine foreman lirst 
and if he allows me to work with you 
I will do so." Well, I did, and I 
worked about two weeks and got fired 
and I have been on the bum for four 
years insofar as the Pittsburg Com- 
pany is concerned, and immediately 
after, misfortune developed in my 
family, my little boy got killed, and 
my wife desired that I should not 
walk along that track any longer, but 
should come nearer home. I was 
working four miles from home, in a 
mine four miles from home, walking 
eight miles a day to and from work. 

So I came back and I asked the 
foreman If there was a chance of a 
job and he said, "Yes." Well, I com- 
menced to work and at this period, 
mind you, he said every man was sup- 

{tosed to be initiated in the Union, 
orced to become a member. We had 
another ex-member of the S. L P., 
and against the United Mine Worker*. 
Insofar at the check-off was con- 
cerned, and he was politely told by 
the mine foreman and superintendent 
that he had to submit to the dictates 
of the union and become a member 
of that organisation, and of course he 
submitted. 

I was the first individual following, 
and after obtaining a position at a 
miner I was expecting to hear the 
come to me and tell 



me "Here, you must join this Local 
down here." "Nary." 

Not only that, but when the strike 
was in vogue and the Pittsburg Dis- 
trict was divided from the balance of 
the competing fields, they were told 
to go to work and scab upon the min- 
ers and ship coal into the Illinois 
Miners' market, and the miners of 
the Pittsburg District revolted against 
that and said: "No, we don't feel like 
going to work and doing that," but 
eventually they were enticed to go to 
work, and they were told that they 
could support the miners of Illinois, 
Indiana and Ohio just the same by 
contributing toward their support. 
(Laughter.) Finally, of course, the 
assessment came on. And mark you, 
the feature of the question is this, 
that the pit committee, or mine com- 
mittees as you call them, we call them 
pit committees, do not attend to their 
functions in looking after any inter- 
ests of the miners in committee meet- 
ings. 

The superintendent of the coal com- 
pany, it is said, had given authority 
for the assessment of a dollar to be 
kept off of the months of April, May 
and June. The money was deducted 
out of my envelope and I went to my 
foreman and of course I used a little 
profanity, I asked him, " who in the 

H gave those pirates authority 

to get into my envelope and abstract 
that which belongs to me by right of 
my labor?" He said: "Thomas, you 
keep yOur mouth shut. You are one 
of the kickers anyhow." Well, of 
course he didn't say whether it was 
from the point of view of the capital- 
istic employers or the fakers, but any- 
how I took it for both (laughter), 
and in view of that I said "I didn't 
give a continental. I am going to get 
that money back if it is possible, and 
I think it Is." He said: "The best 
thing for you to do is to go to the 
local union and tell the local union 
what you desire." 

1 went and attended the local union 
and there was no meeting, and there 
is no meeting. It is just a beer club 
meeting occasionally in their drunken 
brawls so to speak, or their drunken 
condition, and inciting what shall be 
done in the mines. That is the con- 
dition in the Pittsburg District, in the 
York Valley. 

I told the local officers that I want- 
ed this assessment given back to me. 
"Well," they said: "we cant give it 
back to you. Wc haven't got it." 
-Well," I said, "who has got it?" 
'Why," they said, "The Pittsburg 
Coal Company has got it." "Yes, 
but don't vou expect to get it," I said. 
"Of course," they replied, "we expect 
to get it." "Well," said I, "I want to 
tell you this: I want to get that back 
and if you don't give it back to me I 
want you to understand that the Pitts- 
burg Coal Company is liable to prose- 
cution in a civil suit for stolen goods, 
or for stealing money out of my en- 
velope, and," said I, "you arc the re- 
ceivers of stolen goods and you arc 
liable in law, and I want you to un- 
derstand that." And, I will be hanged, 
you know,— they submitted, and' said 
"We will consider this," and the re- 
mit wns we nil got our money back. 
(Applause.) 

Now, what I want to tell the min- 
ers, is to put the bit in your teeth, 
and grip the bridle as well, and go 
along and fight (Applause.) 

DEL Del. EON. Fellow Workei 
Chairman, is the discussion of this 

case completed? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, the mo- 
tion that was adopted yesterday was 
to hca« the report of the delegate and 
then take action. We have heard his 
report. 

DEL. DeLEON: I wish to make 
a motion which is subsidiary to the 
motion you will make afterwards up- 
on seating the delegates. 

All that these fellow workers have 
said is highly interesting, and the sub- 
ject that Brother Thomas brought 
out, this thing of working the Min 
ers of Pennsylvania against the Min 
ers of Illinois, and vice versa, is very 
interesting, but those are all facts 
that can be ascertained from the 
newspapers by those who are inter- 
ested in that movement and are fol- 
lowing it and are familiar with it. 

There was one fact, however, that 
was brought out by the question put by 
Fellow Worker Trautmann,- with regard 
to that clause that enabled the com- 

Eany to malce $10 out of each man who 
ad broken any of the company laws. 
Is that right? 
SEC. TRAUTMANN: That is cor- 



been made that the secretary see that 
there be inserted in the stenographic re- 
port this clause from the contract of 
the United Mine Workers, that it be 
put there as -t is literally. 

DEL DeLEON: Put in his ques- 
tion. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Put in his ques- 
tion. 

DEL FENNELL: fn reference to 
what Fellow Worker DeLeon has said 
will show you another part of the 
United Mine Workers' method. 

In the state of Illinois after several 
years of trying to legislate what is call- 
ed the shot firer bill, the miners, from 
what I understand, have spent $22,000 
trying to get this bill through the legis- 
lature at Springfield, and after it had 
become a law, it took effect on the first 
day of July, 1904, I believe, the opera- 
tors met on the 16th day of June in 
that same year and said that they would 
not pay the shot firer bill. So they 
locked the miners out. Ryan and the 
rest of the officers went to Chicago and 
offered arbitration for the mining laws. 
The operators took them up, and Judge 
Gray of Delaware, I believe, was the 
arbitrator. 

In his report he said he did not know 
what they wanted to arbitrate this law 
for, but he said "I will just bring it 
out this way: that the miners pay half 
of the shot fires and the company pay 
the other half," which was $4.25 a day. 
That was the scale agreed upon be- 
tween the labor leaders and the other 
fellows. 

That went on smoothly enough until 
a year ago the first of last April. In the 
year 1904 we took a reduction of 3 cents 
on the ton in Illinois to suit Johnnie 
Mitchell and the gang in Indianapolis. 
Now, the operators came back in Illi- 
nois and stated that they would give 
that 3 cents back. They gave us the 
3 cents back, but they said, "You will 
have to pay the shot fire bills." 

Now, there was one day I kept_ track 
of when I was working in a mine in 
Panama last spring, where it cost me 
19 cents a shot to get a man to light me, 
while the law says the operator should 
pay it. 

So the miners got no raise at all, and 
did not get the scale. They are just 
~ * four 



pit committee 



rect. 

DEL. DeLEON: Now that clause is 
brand new to me, and I know it is 
brand new to many in America and in 
Europe who are following this matter 
very closely. That clause in my opin- 
ion should be in our stenographic re- 
port literally. Fellow Worker Traut- 
mann asked, "Isn't there a clause to this 
effect?" and Fellow Worker Fennell did 
not quote the clause literally. 

My motion is that the national sec- 
retary be instructed to see to it that 
in the stenographic report as given, 
this clause do not appear as he put it 
from memory, but that the literar words 
of that clause be shown in the report 
in quotation marks, so that we sha 1 
have the actual wording, and we will 
not seek <o verify the statement any 
further than verification is required. 

When a man quotes from memory he 
may overlook a word or two and I 
think that that clause should appear lit- 
erally in thi stenographic report and 
not as it was quoted from memory. 

My purpose is this : the action of the 
I W. W. at the Stuttgart Convention 
was the first ratification we had of 
these International congresses. We cer- 
tainly left our mark there. Now. FeJ- 
low Worker Heslewood and myself 
have had inquiries from delegates from 
Russia, and France and Italy and Bel- 
gium, and other countries asking for 
more Information, and this stenographic 
report will be read there, possibly not 
by thousands, but by those who are the 
leaders of thousands, and who are the 
makers of the future public opinion that 
is shaping Itself now In our work, and 
for that reason I move you that the 
national secretary be instructed to see 
to it that his clause appears in the ste- 
nographic report not as put by him from 
memory, but literally quoted from that 
contract In quotation marks. 

(The motion was seconded.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: A motion has 



as bad off as they were three or 
years ago. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: In support- 
ing the motion of Fellow Worker De- 
Leon, I wish to state that there is an- 
other clause in that agreement which 
also should go into the records of this 
convention verbatim. That clause is the 
second last in the agreement between 
the coal ooerators of Indiana, the coal 
operators of Illinois and the United 
Mine Workers Organization. This 
clause provides that the United Mine 
Workers as an organization shall not 
participate in any legislative propaganda 
in the enactment of laws that would in- 
jure the interests of the coal operators 
of the state of Illinois. Is that cor- 
rect? (Laughter and applause.) 
DEL. FENNELL: Yes. 
SEC. TRAUTMANN: I bring this 
point out so as to show that the shot 
fircrs bill which was to a certain extent 
from my knowledge of mining— I am 
not a coal miner, but I learned enough 
through the agitation and propaganda 
amongst them to know that the shot 
firers bill was beneficial to the coal 
miners provided they could have forced 
the coal operators to pay the bill. 

Now, we have papers in our 
office showing that the check 
off for two weeks is $780 up to $10. 
from $45 in wages, checked off for vari- 
ous items. The man who makes $45 
perhaps in two weeks has a check off 
of $10 for the benefit of the coal op- 
erators and the United Mine Workers 
of America. And, not only that, but 
during the strike in the Cuba mine I 
was called upon and had to interfere 
to a certain extent. I took my Sunday 
off. The drivers in the Cuba mine went 
out on strike because they would, not 
submit to maltreating the animals, the 
mules. They demanded from the com- 
pany better treatment of the mules. Isn't 
that a fact, Fennell? Isn't that the 
cause of the strike? 

DEL. FENNELL: Yes; it occurs 
very often. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: The mule 
drivers went out on strike, and W. D. 
Ryan, of Springfield, 111., came to the 
rescue of the coal operators. He de- 
manded that the mule drivers go back 
to work pending arbitration. They re- 
fused to do so. 

They started to put scabs into the 
mines. The United Mine Workers of 
America, the members of the rank nnd 
file, refused to work with one scab and 
500 men in the Cuba mine went out on 
strike in sympathy with the fellow work- 
ers who demanded better treatment of 
the animals. 

Then there came the conference of 
the coal operators in St Louis. It was 
published in all the evening «apers of 
America, and the conclusion was ar- 
rived at that the United Mine Workers' 
officials must fill the places of the 
strikers in the Cuba mines. Failure to 
do so would abrogate their agreement. 

The coal miners were waiting in sus- 
pense for somebody who would come 
and give them some attention in order 
to start the rebellion. What could we 
do? I was down at one of their meet- 
ings and simply told them that they had 
paid a gratuity of $100 toward their dele- 
gates to the Indianapolis convention for 
enacting that clause, and that we could 
not do anything unless we had enough 
coal miners organized to start 
bellion. 

I have the documents at home where 
it states that every man who starts * 
rebellion must be black-listed. It is pub- 
lished in the United Mine Workers' 
Tournal that no man should be given 
employment in any mines in the United 
States who is black-listed by the United 
Mine Workers of America. I have the 
isue at home and can present the docu- 
ment tomorrow. 

These miners were driven back to 
work, and at the next pay day $10 was 
deducted from their pay and divided 
equally between the coal miners' organ- 
ization and the operators' organization, 
according to the agreement. 

Then they came in a mass meeting, 
and thev said. "What will the Industrial 
Workers of the World do? Are you 
cowards?" Well, cowards— it is not a 
question of cowardice. It is not a ques- 
tion as to whether their case is right 
or wronr, but the question Is, Are the 
members of this organization as a work- 
ing class prepared to support the miners 
when they will rebel? If the organizer 



from the Kansas district was here he 
would tell you of the situation of the 
coal miners in Kansas. In the other 
states, in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana 
and Illinois, tbey at least hear the 
whistle blow when they are not requested 
to go to work, but in the Kansas district 
with the check-off system of contract of 
the United Mine Workers, they travel, 
some of them, four or five or six or 
eight or ten miles to the mine, and when 
they reach the mine the mine is closed 
against them and a day's work is lost 
A day's work is lost because traveling to 
the mine and back to their homes again 
prevents them from taking employment 
in any other industry. 

And yet, what shall we do? Are we 
prepared to assist these men? Are we 
prepared to go amongst them? Are we 
prepared to lead them as in the times 
when they fought as one, 25,000 mem- 
bers strong, in their rebellion against the 
interests of today? We know the coal 
miners have fought better battles than 
the organization of mine workers have 
fought. We know that we have able and 

S regressive men among the United 
line Workers, men who would be readv 
to rebel, but we know the first man who 
would attempt to rebel would be made 
a victim of the system that has made 
the United Mine Workers of America 
the strongest organization in the Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

And we find the working class at the 
coal mines divided. Practical experi- 
ence shows it. We find them reading 
papers like the St Louis Arbiter and 
the St. Louis Worker. They read that 
paper. They are afraid that the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World are made 
uo of scabs. They know that they are 
wrong, but they are under the control 
of this system, and every labor faker 
of the state of Illinois, without any ex- 
ception, and I deny contradiction, is a 
member of the Socialist party of Amer- 
ica. (Applause.) Mention me one ex- 
ception if you can. You miners know 
it, and yet when you run up against the 
men, when you know they are ready to 
accept the doctrine, when you know that 
they are despairing because they have 
lost confidence, you cannot tell me that 
they even today are not ready to take 
courage and march as thev did in years 
gone by. There is no better element. 

Last summer I was among them for 
four or five Sundays. I know they have 
paid their expenses. They have a big 
treasury fund. They have about $875^000 
in the treasury of Illinois alone, but 
they are not allowed to touch that 
money. Here is the stumbling block. 
Here, then, is almost one million 
dollars tied up in one state, and that 
million dollars is used against the coal 
miners of Illinois— as Fennell and 
Thomas know. It is the money of 
the coal miners with which they are 
exploited. 

Now, the problem may look all 
right, we may be carried away with 
the idea that the Industrial Workers 
of the World are ready for the task 
of the organization of the Mine Work- 
ers, but we have to consider these 
things and when you consider them 
you have to take into consideration 
the big battle before us and the ob- 
stacles that we will have to meet in 
our progress to bring the workers in 
the various districts into the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World. We all 
realize that, I believe. Everything 
may look nice, but when you encour- 
age them to withdraw and start a re- 
bellion then you should be aware of 
the fact that you must be prepared 
for it and you must be prepared not 
only with your courage but with your 
finances too. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to say 
that a motion has been made and sec- 
onded, and we should now speak to 
the motion. Do you want the floor 
upon that motion, Fellow Worker 
Cole? 

DEL. COLE: No, I would like to 
ask Fellow Worker Trautmann a 
question, if it is not out of order. 
SEC. TRAUTMANN: AH right. 
DEL COLE: I would like to ask 
if I am clear as to one assertion that 
Fellow Worker Trautmann made, 
which said that there was something 
like $875,000 in the treasury of the 
United Mine Workers of Illinois? 
SEC. TRAUTMANN: Yes. 
DEL. COLE: That money is be- 
ing used by the Mine Owners Asso- 
ciation. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: The total 
amount, according to the financial re- 
port which I have in my possession 
of the United Mine Workers of the 
World, is as I have stated. The money 
is deposited in seven banks in Spring- 
field, and all of those banks are in- 
terested in coal mines and corpora- 
tions. 

DEL. COLE: That is all I wanted 
to know. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, you 
have heard the motion. Are you 
ready for the question? 

DEL THOMAS: I desire to sup- 
plement the motion of Fellow Work- 
er DeLeon, that the clause referred 
to be copied literally in the steno- 
graphic report, by saying that there 
is another part of that contract which 
I think should be put in the steno- 
graphic report, and that is the clause 
in the contract under the head of 
"Restriction of Market." That says 
that the coal companies are at all 
times, provided they pay the scale 
rates, to be allowed to load railroad 
cars by whomsoever owned, to be de- 
livered in any market whatsoever. 
That is as much as to say the Illinois 
miners are compelled to work by that 
contract when the Indiana and Ohio 
and Pennsylvania miners are on 
strike, and they are compelled by that 
contract to scab their fellow work- 
ers in other states. 

DEL. TONES: I think, in order to 
settle this matter, that that contract 
between the Illinois Mine Workers 
and the Illinois Operators should be 
inserted literally. 

DEL. DeLEON: I must object to 
that for the reason that that would 
be a very good way to conceal these 
two classes, by copying in the whole 
contract. These two clauses are the 
important ones and we do not want 
them buried. 

DEL. JONES: I think my mo- 
tion was seconded, and you can very 



easily overcome your objection by 
putting those two clauses fas rtattca if 
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THE CHAIRMAN: Has the 
amendment been seconded. 

(The amendment failed of a sec- 
ond.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: It has not 
been seconded. 

DEL. FKNNELL: I would like to 
tell another thing that happened at 
the time that this organization was 
founded in Chicago, and it happened 
in the state of Arkansas. Down in 
Arkansas they had been shipping a 
lot of electric machinery. From what 
they told me when I was down there, 
the miners refused to unload it off 
the cars because it was hauled by 3oab 
teamsters and made by scab electrical 
workers. So, the company protested 
against it and the officers came down 
from the United Mine Workers, and 
they told them that they must not 
interfere with this at all, and this is 
the way they compromised it. That 
the company would get somebody 
else to unload the machinery instead 
of the members of the United Mine 
Workers. In other words, that meant 
that one part of the A. F. L. was 
scabbing on the other part of the A. 
F L 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now we will 
proceed to a vote if there is no one 
else desiring to speak upon the motion 
before us. It is nearly four o clock 
and there is enough business to be 
transacted*. I presume that the amend- 
ment or the suggestion of Fellow 
Worker Thomas will be included in 
the original motion, if the mover of 
the motion does not object. 

DHL. DeLEON. Mr. Chairman, 
my motion was that the national sec- 
retary be instructed to see to it that 
the clause I referred to, is quoted lit- 
erally in the stenographic report. 
How can Fellow Worker Thomas 
suggi'Mion be adopted with that? It 
will confuse the thing. 

Now. of course, after Fellow Work- 
er Trautmann mentioned some im- 
portant facts that follow after a mo- 
tion in the stenographic record, he 
will »cc that that clause should be in 
scried literally, but the Thomas prop 
nxition docs not hitch on. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, you 
understand the motion, I 
presume. Arc you ready for the ques- 

( The question was called for and the 
motion prevailed.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now. we must 
take some action as to the seating of 
this delegation from the United Mine 
Workers. 

DEL FRANCIS: Point of informa- 
tion i wish to ask as to what they 
united. I would like to have the in- 
formation whether they want to be seat- 
ed or not. 

THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard 
the report, Delegate Francis, of your 
Credentials Committee. They left it to 
this Ivulv. We arc now acting on this as 
a Committee of the Whole. A motion 
will now l»r in order. 

DEL. DeLEON: I move you that. 

Whereas, every corrupt, or weak- 
kneed, or vacillating element in the La- 
Imr Movement is lumped against the 
efforts of the shackled membership of 
the so-called United Mine Workers of 
\merica to hreak loose and organize in 
the I. W. W. 

Whereas. The appearance at this con- 
vention of a member of the said so- 
called United Mine Workers Union with 
the request for admission as a delegate 
rcpresentinc his Union : 

Therefore be it resolved. That the dcl- 
ecatc be seated. . 

(The motion was received with 
hearty applause and was accorded an 
r.lmost unanimous second.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Arc you rer.dy 
for the question? 

(The question was called for and put 
and the motion unanimously prevail- 
ed ) 

THE CHAIRMAN: Now, I want 
to call your attention, fellow workers, 
to the fact that there is an emission in 
the committees appointed. I sec that 
the committees which we elected >cs- 
terdav and this morning, together with 
the recommendation brought in by the 
Committee on Rules and Order of Busi- 
ness, omitted to provide for a commit- 
tee on officers' reports to be elected, and 
wc would want to know to which com- 
mittee this report would go. It would 
not go to the Committee on Rcsolu- 

""dEL DeLEON: The precedent es- 
tablished last year in this body, and it 
worked very well, was that the Chair- 
man acted as a distributing committee 
and 1 think that he shoul drcmain so. 
There is no necessity of appointing a 
new committee for this purpose, lhe 
Chairman should act as a committee on 
distribution. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN : A committee 
has been provided for but not elected. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The question 
before the house is not how these things 
should be distributed, but it has been 
provided for and there is no committee 
to which this thing could be referred, 
liecause 1 understand that that commit- 
tee on Officers' Reports, too? 

DEL. DeLEON: It docs not go to 
the committee, the chairman is the corti- 

"tHK CHAIRMAN: Let mc see 
that. (Referring to record.) That is 
the order of business. No. it is not on 

,1C SEC. TRAUTMANN : We will have 
to elect a committee. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We will have 
to elect a committee. 

DEI- DeLEON: Point of order. 

THE CHAIRMAN: State your point 
of order. ... 

DEL. DeLEON : The point of order 
is that the president of the convention 
is such a committee, a committee on 
distribution. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: The Commit- 
tee on Officers* Reparts. too? 

DEL. DeLEON: Certainlv. the offi- 
cers' reports are handed to him and he 
distributes them to the various commit- 
tees There are matters that belong to 
the Committee on Organization and the 
Committee on Constitution and By- 
laws, and. of coarse, that would in- 
clude' the officers' reports. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What I under- 
stand is that this report should be teg* 
mated and given to the various com- 
mittees. Isn't that right? 

DEL. DeLEON: Yea, by the Chair- 

m THE CHAIRMAN: If there is no 
objection the Chair stands corrected- 1 
was under the impression that we must 
have a committee on the officers re- 



ports, but if the report is to go to the 
various committees elected that would 
not be necessary. 

NEW BUSINESS. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We are now 
under the head of new business. 

DEL. FOOTE : I wish to move that 
the national organizers be given a seat 
in the convention with voice but no 
vote. 

The motion was seconded by Del. 
Axelson. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Motion has 
been made and seconded that the na- 
tional organizers be given a seat in the 
convention with voice but no vote. 

DEL. FRANCIS: I move you that 
this motion be tabled. 

DEL. CAMINITA: I second the 
motion. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Motion is made 
and seconded to table the motion. It is 
not debatable. 

A vive voce vote leaving the Chair in 
doubt a roll call was had, resulting as 
follows: Total number of votes cast, 
117; 68 voting aye, 49 voting nay, and 
the motion was declared tabled. 

CORRECTION IN REPRESENTA- 
TION. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We are now 
under the head of new business. Is 
there any other new business before the 
house? 

DEL. TRAINOR: Fellow Worker 
Chairman : Under the head of new busi- 
ness I notice that there is an omission 
here of two locals, in regard to the dele- 
gates in the city of Paterson; that is, 
of Local 4. flax dressers, which I repre- 
sent, and Local 22. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Locomotive 
workers. 

DEL. TRAINOR: The full amount 
of votes is here accredited, but it is only 
accredited to 152. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I want to state 
that I saw that omission, and I was 
going to call the attention of the com- 
mittee, of which Fellow Worker Ed- 
wards is the chairman. The three dele- 
gates from Paterson represent a num- 
ber of locals, and it is all accredited to 
mixed. It should be 152. Silk 
Workers; 22, Locomotive Workers; 4. 
Max Workers. 

SEC. TRAl 
is so on the roll call here. We will cor- 
reet that. 

DEL. TRAINOR: That is the way 
it should be. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: It is correct, 
in the original. 

RESIGNATION OF DEL. JONES 
FROM RESOLUTION COM- 
MITTEE. 

DEL. JONES: I wish to resign from 
t'nc resolutions committee. If mv resig- 
nation be accepted. 1 nominate Fellow 

1 Worker l'lnnigan for the vacancy. 

' THE CHAIRMAN : How is that? 

; DEL. JONES: If my resignation 

: from the resolution committee is ac- 
cepted. I wish to nominate Delegate 
Finniean. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We will have 
to come to that later. We do not know 
whether wc will accept your resignation. 

DEL. WALTERS: I move that the 
resignation of Delegate Jones be ac- 
cepted. 

(The motion was seconded by several 
delegates.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is moved and 
seconded that the resignation of Fellow 
Worker Jones from the committee on 
resolutions be accepted. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: Ask him what 
reasons he has for it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Well, the mo- 
tion is made to accept the resignation. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: That is all 
right. 

(The motion was unanimously car- 
ried.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion is 
carried, and nominations for a delegate 
to fill his place are in order. 

DEL. SPETTEL: I will nominate 
Fellow Worker Finnigan. 

Nomination seconded. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Any further 
nominations? 

DEL. THOMAS: Mr. Chairman, I 
move that the nominations be closed. 

(Motion seconde'd.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion is 
made that the nominations close, with 
the nomination of Delegate Finnigan. 

(The motion was unanimously car- 
ried.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion is 
carried. Now, all those in favor of Dc! 
Finnigan being a member of the com- 
mittee on resolutions will say aye; op- 
posed, no. 

(Del. Finnigan was unanimously 
elected.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion is 
carried. So ordered. We arc still under 
the head of new business. 

There is one thing that ought to come 
no before this convention now. and that 
is. regarding when you meet again. You 
have appointed a number of committees 
and they certainly will have their hands 
full, and I do not know whether they 
will be ready to report at Q o'clock in 
the morning; and in order to give them 
ample time, I think it would be proper 
that we should adjourn tonight, so that 
they have ample time to prepare their 
reports, giving us something to work on. 

DEL. AXELSON: Fellow Worker 
Chairman. I make that as a motion.. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is that motion 
seconded ? 

DEL. PINKERTON: I second the 
motion. 

(The motion was seconded by other 
delegates, as well.) 

DEL. FRANCIS: This committee 
that is going to handle the resolutions 
and the different amendments, while you 
do adjourn, I do not know just how this 
committee will be able to get rid of 
their work. I think we ought, still, to 
hold tomorrow morning a session, and 
by that time this committee will have 
acted on some matters and have gotten 
rid of some of their business, and by to- 
morrow noon or during tomorrow after- 
noon we will be able to turn work over 
to that committee. We will be able to 
turn work over to all the different com- 
mittees. As far as the work of this 
committee is concerned, you do not have 
to adjourn for that ourpose. I would 
like to have the delegates look up matters' 
and perhaps there is some other work 
that ought to be done, without adjoum- 

'"tHE CHAIRMAN: The delegate 
need not have any fear that the commit- 



tees which have been elected will not 
have any work from now until tomorrow 
noon. 

DEL. AXELSON: The reason I 
make that as a motion is this: When 
the credentials committee was elected 
yesterday we were trying to hurry 
through thercport, and we could have 
done better, 1 think, if we had taken 
more time; and so, in order to prevent 
an error of that kind, where an error 
can he prevented by giving them ample 
time. I think it is well at this time to 
give them a sufficient amount of 
time, so that they can do their wotk 
correctly, and avoid all trouble in the 
future. 

DEL GLOVER: Fellow workers: 
I am somewhat opposed to the mo- 
tion for this reason: While I do not 
object to giving these committees all 
the time that they require to do their 
work, at the same time there is a 
possibility that some of these com- 
mittees may be in a position to make 
a report to this convention before 2 
o'clock tomorrow; and, consequently, 
if they are prepared to make such re- 
port, if this convention holds a morn 
ing session, they can take up that 
work and get it over with. Now, I 
for one want to see the work of this 
convention done in as short a time as 
possible, that is, to do it well, and I 
do not like to see anything done 
which is going to tend to drag this 
convention for any length of time; 
and for that reason I am opposed to 
this motion. 

DEL. KEEP: I think the motion 
explains itself, because this work of 
the committees must be done, and 
they can not do it by tomorrow morn- 
ing, but if you give them plenty of 
time, we can meet here at two o'clock 
tomorrow and do some work. I do 
not think there is any use for us to 
come here tomorrow, expecting that 
perhaps some committee may report, 
and then just come into the hall, and 
walk out again. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: That 
right. 

DEL. KEEP: And you may as 
well give them that time, and it will 
expedite more than it will retard mat- 
ters, because some committee might 
think they could get the report in, 
and consequently do it in a hasty 
manner, whereas otherwise, if they 
would take the proper time they 
would do better work. 

SEC. TRAUTMANN: All day to- 
morrow. 

DEL. KEEP: So I do not see any 
objection to adjourning until two 
o'clock tomorrow. That will give 
them time. 

DEL. SCHWEND: Fellow work- 
ers, I am opposed to this motion, for 
the reason that we want to transact 
the business of this convention just 
as quickly as possible; and I believe 
that each and every committee that 
has been appointed will be unable to 
!,'et through with the work that has 
been allotted to them by this conven- 
tion by two o'clock tomorrow after- 
noon. However, we know that among 
the many different subjects that have 
been assigned to the various commit- 
tees, each committee can meet this 
evening and come to a decision on 
perhaps a few of the subjects which 
have been assigned to them; and if 
each committee arrives at an impar- 
tial decision they will be able in the 
morning to make a report, a partial 
report, and wc will have material 
enough for this convention to act up- 
on and to consider all day tomorrow. 
Tomorrow evening the committees 
can sit again, and go over some more 
of the business that has been assigned 
to them, and by day after tomorrow 
they will have enough again to keep 
the convention working all day. But 
I believe that it will be impossible 
for the different committees to ac- 
complish this work and make a com- 
plete report by two o'clock tomorrow 
afternoon. I believe it would be ex 
pediting matters to have our regular 
sessions every day, and let the com- 
mittees do their work at night. I 
think they will keep us supplied with 
ample material to keep things mov- 
ing along, and we will get along fas- 
ter. 

DEL. AXELSON: Fellow Worker 
Chairman, didn't this motion carry a 
little while ago? 

THE CHAIRMAN: This question 
was not put. The motion was made, 
and we are debating upon it. 

DEL. COLE: Fellow Worker Chair- 
man: I would like to state, in support 
of this fellow worker's argument— I ca 
not think of his name. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Schwend. 

DEL. COLE: Schwend,— what would 
be the use of reconvening this conven- 
tion tomorrow at two o'clock, when a 
committee must leave the room at three 
o'clock you would simply get one hour's 
work done, and no committee could 
have its work completed. If the com- 
mittee that is going to wait upon the 
telegraphers is going to make an ap- 
pointment with them at fouf o'clock 
tomorrow afternoon, we will have to 
leave here about three or 3:30,— say 
3:30.. That would give us an hour and 
thirty minutes to work. Now, let us 
either meet tomorrow morning at 9 
o'clock, or adjourn the convention un- 
til day after tomorrow morning at 0 
o'clock, and then the committees can 
have a complete finishing of their work, 
and the convention can go on uninter- 
ruptedly. Otherwise, to take up the fel- 
workers argument, let the committees 
complete as far as they can their work 
tonight, and re-convene # the convention 
tomorrow morning at nine o'clock, and 
let us do what' we can until three o'clock 
in the afternoon, and then we can ad- 
journ the convention and allow them to 
complete their work. I know that there 
is one committee, the committee on 
grievances, that has more work than it 
can complete by tomorrow morning or 
tomorrow noon or tomorrow at three, 
finishing the general reprt to this con- 
vention. 

DEL. DeLEON: It it under- 
stood that when that committee meets 
the telegraphers, this convention has to 
adjourn? 

THE CHAIRMAN : No, not at all 
Now, the motion before the house is 
that we adjourn until tomorrow at 
two o'clock, in order that the 
committees may have a chance to pre- 
pare something to report, and thereby we 
may save time, and not waste it. Does 
anyone else want the floor on this ques- 
tion? If not, we will come to a vote 



All in favor of the motion that when we 
adjourn tonight we adjourn until to- 
morrow at two o'clock in the afternoon 
will say aye: opposed, no. 

(A vote being taken, the chair an- 
nounced that he was in. doubt ; where- 
upon a call of the roll was requested, 
and the roll was called upon the motion. 
Secretary Trautmann announced the re- 
sult of the roll call as follows: Total 
number of votes cast, 121 ; voting aye, 
96; voting no, 25.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion is 
carried. Any further new business? 

DEL. TRAINOR: Fellow Worker 
Chairman: I have here a letter from 
Gold Road, Ariz., from Secretary 
Schwicdcmann, in regard to a donation, 
or two donations, which were sent to 
the locomotive builders, in the time of 
our trouble in Paterson, stating that he 
had had no receipt from them, and, as 
Fellow Worker Katz had received all 
the communications or money that had 
come there, I gave it to him, and he 
looked them over, and in his file he 
could find no communication from him, 
so therefore we did not get any, and I 
thought that this was the proper place to 
bring this up before the convention and 
have it investigated. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What is your 
pleasure? 

DEL. FISCHER: Fellow Worker 
Chairman: I move that this matter be 
turned over to the grievance committee, 
for investigation. 

(Motion seconded.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: A motion is 
made and seconded that the matter be 
turned over to the grievance committee, 
for investigation. Are you ready for 
the question, or do you want to speak 
upon it? 

(The question being called for, the 
motion was put and unanimously car- 
ried.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: What is the 
number of the local? 

DEL. TRAINOR: 124. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Any further 
new business? 

DEL. HAGGERTY : Fellow Worker 
Chairman : May I request the members 
of the grievance committee, and also of 
the ways and means committee, to meet 
at this table after the meeting adjourns? 
The way and means committee and the 
grievance committee will meet at this 
table after adjournment. 

DEL. DE LEON : The committee on 
constitution will meet right here. 

DEL. FRANCIS: The committee on 
resolutions will meet here. 

DEL. A1AZZONE: The auditing 
committee will meet at headquarters at 
7 o'clock. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The delegates 
that arc on these committees will take 
notice. 

Any other new business? Good and 
welfare? 

DEL. KEEP: I move that we ad- 
journ, Mr. Chairman. 

(Motion seconded.) 

THE CHAIRMAN: The motion is 
made and seconded, that wc adjourn. v 

ASST. SEC. EDWARDS: Before 
you adjourn let me make an explanation. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If there is no 
objection, we will have the explanation 
made. 

ASST. SEC. EDWARDS: This is 
for the committee on the revision of the 
report. We have discovered that the 
printer, in the rush of making up his 
first report, has misplaced a passage of 
about twenty or twenty-three or twenty- 
four lines at the end of the report, on 
the fourth page. Since many of you 
may have difficulty in placing that where 
it properly belongs, we wish to state 
that it follows in the remarks of Dele- 
gate Kern, on the third column of the 
same page, immediately preceding the 
remark of Delegate Walters. Delegate 
Kern is saying, "Now, that is concur- 
ring" — It stops abruptly there, and it is 
from that. point that this matter should 
read, "Now, that is concurring in the 
report of the committee," it says, in the 
last column. With that explanation you 
will all understand where that part be- 
longs. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Now. a motion to 
adjourn has been made. All in favor 
of the motion to adjourn until tomorrow 
at two o'clock p. m. will say aye; op- 
posed, no. 

The motion to adjourn was unani- 
mously carried, and the convention there- 
upon adjourned to tomorrow, Septem- 
ber 18, 1007 at two o'clock p. m. 




OF THE 1.1011 



LEARN 



□3AT IT IS 



To know what Industrial 
Unionism is yon must read 
what is said about it by its 
friends and what it sajs for 
itself; onlj in that way can 
its present aims and ultimate 
purposes be understood. The 
following are recommended 
to workingmen who desire to 
learn what Industrial 'Union- 
ism is: 
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WM. E. TRAUTE3ANH 
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The working class and the employing class have noth- 
ing in common. There can be no peace so long ac hanger 
and want are found among millions of working people and 
the few, who make up the employing class, have all the 
good things of life. 

Between these two classes a struggle must go on until 
all the toilers come together on the political, as well as 
on the industrial field; and take and hold that which they 
produce by their labor through an economic organization of 
the working class, without affiliation with any political 
party. 

The rapid gathering of wealth > and the centering of the 
management of industries into fewer and fewer hands 
make the trades union unable to cope with the ever-grow- 
ing power of the employing class, because the trade unions 
foster a state of things which allows one set of wo rk ers 
to be pitted against another set of workers in the same 
industry, thereby helping to defeat one another in wage 
wars. The trade unions aid the employing class to mis- 
lead the workers into the belief that the working class 
have interests in common with their employers. 

These sad conditions can be changed and the interests 
of the working class upheld only by an organisation formed 
A in such a way that all its members, in any one industry, 
a or in all industries, if necessary, cease work whenever a 
J strike or lockout is on in any department thereof, thus mak- 
X ing injury to one an injury to all. 

J Therefore, without endorsing or desiring endorsement of 
f any political party, we unite under the following consti- f 
# tutlon. # 

1^ ICatpy of Constitution Boat on Asolleawtlofi.) 





OUR BOOK LIST 



ELOW we give a partial list of books 
which we are prepared to supply to 
readers of this paper. As will be seen 
the list contains many of the books with 
the contents of which Industrial Union- 
ists should be familiar. They range from light, but 
instructive pamphlets, to the scientific and philosophical 
works of Labriola, Morgan and Marx. Any book in 
the kst will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of price, 
and we ask all members of the organization and 
readers of this paper to order their boob from us. 

REMIT PRICE WITH YOUR ORDER 

Capital. Volume I. Marx 12.00 

Capital. .# Volume II. Marx 2.00 

The Ancient Lowly, Volume I. Ward 100 

The Ancient Lowly. Volume U. Ward 2,00 

Ancient Society. Morgan I JO 

Economic Foundation* of Society. Lotia ~ 125 

Essays on Materialistic Conception of History. Labriola I AO 

Socialism and Philosophy. Labriola ' 1.00 

Landmark of Scientific Socialism. Engels 1.00 

The Evolution of Property. La Fargue 1.00 

Revolution and Counter-Revolutioo. Marx 1.00 

Woman Under Socialism. Bebel 1X0 

The Iron Trevet.. Eugene Sue 75 

History of a Proletarian Family. Eugene Sue. Ji 

The Silver Cross. Sue .50 

The Golden Sickle.. 5W 30 

Aristotle'i Essays .50 

Darwin's Coral Reefs .50 

Ibsen's Pillars of Society... , JSO 

Plato's Republic 30 

Socialism : Utopian and Scientific Engeti .• .50 

The Social Revolution. Kaulsky 30 

Collectivism and Industrial Evolution. Vandervelde 30 

The Origin of the Family. Engels 30 

Ethics and the Materialist Conception of History. Aaultky 30 

Positive School of Crimmolosy. Ferri *S0 

The Civil War in France. Marx 25 

Ainerican Industrial Evolution. Ebert 15 

Communist Manfteato. Marx and Engels JOS 

The Prwmbleofthel. W.W. De Leon J05 

Reform or Revolution. De Leon J05 

The Burning Question of Trades Unionism. DeLeon Xf> 

Whnt Means this Strike? De Leon JOS 

U^rmlUnNdn. Debs 46 

I ALL ORDERS FIXED PROMPTLY 



WM. E. TRAUTMANN 

310 Bush Temple CHICAGO, ILL. 




The Industrial Workers 
of the World has but one 
general office in Chicago, 
located in the Bush Tem- 
ple, North Clark Street; 
it has no connection with 
any claimants to the 
name and repudiates any 
and all claims made by 
them. 




Gives an outline of the 
Structure of Industrial 
Unionism and Analy- 
sis of the Preamble. 
Very useful in arriv- 
ing at an understand- 
ing of Uv» form of 
organisation of the 

Industrial Woiteis f World 



price, prtlwM, "><**. 
Special rate* on large orders. 



Price List of Supplies: 

Constitutions, in English, per 100. .$5 00 
Constitutions, In other language*. 

per 100 t 00 

Local Letterheads, per 100 60 

Envelopes, per 100 SO 

Withdrawal Cards, per for 10 10 

Application blanks, per 100 60 

Arrearages notices, per 100 60 

Warrant Book, each 80 

Receipt Book, each 30 

Ledger, 100 pages 1 26 

Ledger, 200 pages 1 00 

Ledger, BOO pages £00 

Ledger, 400 pages 3 60 

Ledger, 600 pages 6 00 

Day Book, 100 pages 1 00 

Treasurer's Cash Book 75 

Minate Book §0 

Robber Bumps and Pad 60 

Seal for the Union 1 00 

Buttons, cheap grade, each 10 

Buttons, better grade tS 



Industrial Union 
HANDBOOK 

ITALIAN Oil POLISH KtHTKMIS 
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